
AUTUMN 2025 NEWSLETTER
A message from the Chair of the Executive Committee: “The Right to be Different” 

‘A Globe at War’ is how one article headline described the world’s current international state of 
affairs, and it is hard to disagree with it. The Russia-Ukraine conflict seems as far away as ever 
from any hope for a cessation of hostilities; the Israel-Palestine devastation has agreed a 
ceasefire, though it is as fragile as a butterfly’s delicate  wing; the violence enacted in the Darfur 
region of Sudan is as shocking to the core as any conflict can be – and so on. And we wonder 
about the role of religion in each of these war-torn regions. The assertion that religion is to 
blame for these and other atrocities is often exaggerated, but neither is religion innocent. The 
interfaith movement has always held one of its goals to be a harbinger of peace, but it remains a 
work-in-progress to say the least. 

WCF has from the beginning of its life claimed the building of peace as one of its primary 
objectives. In this vein, our recent Younghusband lecture for 2025 was given by a distinguished 
long-time veteran campaigner for reconciliation, peace and justice, interfaith dialogue and 
understanding, Oliver McTernan. Oliver’s engaging title was ‘The Gaza War and the Dismantling 
of the Rule-Based International Order – the Global Consequences’, and he did not disappoint. 
Recalling his own background  involvement in the Irish context, conflicts between Republicans 
and Loyalists, Catholics and Protestants, and the eventual embrace of the Good Friday 
Agreement by both sides, he was clear that the Middle East conflict can only hope to approach 
anything resembling a resolution if both sides recognised the right of the other to exist and be 
different. For religious-minded people, that involves recognising something of the divine in 
others. 

Interfaith work in the past has often championed the value of toleration as the public/political 
means for enabling multicultural and multifaith societies to exist and even flourish. This was a 
reasonable step to promote in the post-war years of the twentieth century. But it has always 
been recognised as a first step. Oliver drew our attention to the need for different sides in a 
conflict to recognise the other to be different if any resolution to conflict has an even tiny chance 
of coming to fruition. Recognising the other’s right to be different is a bedrock value for interfaith 
relationships. At its deepest level this right to be different is more than a right to exist in political 
and social space; it is also a moral and religious right. And this is the driving force of all 
interreligious dialogue. 

Oliver’s lecture will be published in our forthcoming December edition of Interreligious Insight 
and I hope you will take time to read and ponder its challenging call to all of us to play our part in 
peace-making built on the principle of the right to be different. 

December is a month when all of us chime with the religious value of ‘light shining in the 
darkness’ no matter what tradition to which we belong. May we hold on to the hope represented 
by this aspirational light and celebrate its promise as we reach out to others who are different. 

Alan Race
Chair, WCF 



Annual General Meeting

Our Annual General Meeting took place via Zoom on 20th May. A copy of the minutes may 
be obtained by emailing our Administrator, Warwick, at admin@worldfaiths.org . 

Younghusband Lecture 2025

This year’s annual Younghusband Lecture took place over Zoom on Thursday 30th October. 
This took the crisis in the Middle East (and the present ceasefire, at time of writing) as its 
theme. Oliver McTernan, a highly respected author and radio commentator on issues of 
peace and justice in war-torn areas of the world, spoke on “The Gaza War and the 
Dismantling of the Rule-Based International Order– The Global Consequences”. As an long-
term mediator, Mr McTernan has experience of engaging with all sides of various conflicts, 
and he shared many striking insights. His talk was followed by a stimulating discussion.

A recording of the lecture is here: Watch now . You need to sign in using the user name 
admin@worldfaith.org and the password Husband125 . Please let the Administrator know if 
you have difficulty doing this. The Lecture will appear in the next issue of the Journal.

Our new website

We are pleased to let you know that WCF has a brand-new website! This is still at 
https://www.worldfaiths.org/ . Although it is not quite finished, we hope you agree that it is 
more attractive and easier to navigate than the old one. We are grateful to Eleanor Dailey of 
Redhawk.uk, daughter of long-term WCF member Marianne Rankin, for her work on the 
site. Marianne herself created the charming image of places of worship on the home page. 

The old login system for reading Interreligious Insight on the website has now been retired, 
so your previous password will no longer work. However, you still have full access to your 
membership and the members area, including the Journal. When you visit worldfaiths.org, 
click the Login/Profile icon in the top right hand corner; choose “Login with Email”; enter 
your usual email address; then click “Reset Password”. Follow the instructions to create a 
new password and access your account. If you have any trouble logging in, please email 
ellie@redhawk.uk .

Inter Faith Week 2025

Inter Faith Week 2025 in England runs from 9th to 16th November. As was the case in 2024, 
a consortium of national interfaith organisations is overseeing the week (thereby fulfilling 
the role previously undertaken by the Inter Faith Network for the UK). A grant from the 
Government has enabled the consortium to provide new resources to event organisers, 
including a Resource Pack, an Inter Faith Week for Schools website and an online webinar. 
See https://interfaithweek.org and https://ifw4schools.co.uk for more information and a 
map of activities during the Week. 

If you are marking the Week we hope that you have a successful and well attended event, 
and we encourage you to register it on the IFW website if you have not done so already.



Hold the date: our 90th anniversary

2026 marks the 90th anniversary of the World Congress of Faith’s founding by Sir Francis 
Younghusband. The milestone will be marked by an all-day conference and celebration at 
the Brahma Kumaris’ Global Retreat Centre at Nuneham Courtenay in Oxfordshire, on 15th 
July 2026. We hope to see many members there! Further details to follow. 

Royal College of Psychiatrists Spirituality and Psychiatry online seminar

Executive Committee member Rabbi Jacqueline Tabick has told us about an online seminar 
entitled “Suffering and Spirituality: Implications For Mental Health”, which will be taking 
place under the auspices of the Royal College of Psychiatry from 10 to 11:30am on Friday 
21st November. 

Précis: Online suffering is not optional in human life, and involves distress about suffering as 
well as its direct effects. For many people, the language of faith can help them to find 
meaning in their suffering. In this webinar, three speakers will explore from differing faith 
perspectives how to support people who are experiencing mental suffering of different 
kinds. The webinar will provide a space to compare, integrate and dialogue with these 
perspectives. There will be time for questions and discussion with participants.

10am: Welcome - Dr Gwen Adshead
10:05: A Buddhist perspective on suffering - Dr Nigel Wellings
10.25: A Jewish perspective on grief and suffering - Rabbi Jackie Tabick
10:45: A Christian perspective on suffering and mental health - Professor John Swinton
11:05pm Q&A - Dr Jonathan Buckley
11:30pm Close

To find out more about the webinar, including how to register, please email Rabbi Tabick at 
jackie.tabick@gmail.com .
  
'Staging Posts in the Journey of Life' board game

David Capey has asked me to mention the board game 'Staging Posts in the Journey of Life', 
devised by himself and his wife Cynthia from the (now closed) East of England Faiths 
Agency. The game is designed to foster self-discovery and an understanding and 
appreciation of other people’s experiences, beliefs and ways of thinking. It encourages 
intergenerational conversations, and is a simple interactive game accompanied by a rich mix 
of prose and poetry to stimulate the imagination and to stir and strengthen memories.

‘Staging Posts on the Journey of life’ costs £50 plus £7 postage and packing, and is available 
by emailing sales@stagingposts.org.uk . David has explained that he and Cynthia are looking 
for an individual or organisation who is prepared to take the production, warehousing and 
retailing of the game off their hands, and hopefully produce a reasonable financial return for 
a worthy cause. If you would like to discuss this further with David, you can email him at  
cynthia@capey.uk .



Thames Valley Leadership Summit

WCF Executive Committee member Imam Monawar Hussain is Co-Chair of the Thames 
Valley Civic, Community and Faith Leaders Group. In this capacity he co-hosted an all day 
summit meeting in June 2025, the Thames Valley Leadership Summit. This brought together 
different faith communities from across the Oxford region, and was designed to foster 
leadership that encourages personal growth and resilience; share effective models of 
collaboration and innovation; and create a momentum of goodwill and partnership. It 
highlighted powerful examples of cross-sector and interfaith initiatives that bring 
communities together, emphasising the importance of intentional engagement and vision.
A copy of the report on the summit can be obtained from the Administrator.

Unutterable Joy anthology

In 2023 we published “Unutterable Joy”, an anthology of WCF Journal 
pieces and Younghusband Lectures dating from most decades since WCF’s 
foundation. The book charts WCF’s significant contributions to exploration 
of the meaning of religious diversity and collaboration between traditions.  
If you would like to buy a copy, the anthology is available from Amazon 
for£3.99 for the Kindle version, or £12 for the paperback. Ask the 
Administrator for the Amazon link.

Join WCF

We are always keen to welcome new members from around the world. Individual annual 
membership costs £40, which entitles you to receive hard copies of the Journal, invitations 
to events and networking opportunities, and this newsletter. Reduced rate membership of 
£25 means you can only read and download access the Journal online. Student or unwaged 
membership costs £10, and institutional membership (e.g. a library) costs £100. Please see 
the website for information on how to join, or email enquiries@worldfaiths.org .

Leave a legacy or make a donation

Remembering WCF in your Will, or making a donation, would help us to continue our 
mission to promote and share the personal and public value of spiritual life, through co-
operation and dialogue between different faith communities. At a time when disagreements 
and conflicts between people of different religious traditions are often exaggerated by 
those with harmful intent, WCF offers the freedom and opportunity to meet, explore, 
challenge and understand different faith traditions. 

How to leave a legacy

Writing or updating a Will is relatively straightforward, but if you leave out certain details it 
could make the Will invalid. We therefore strongly recommended that you have it written or 
checked by a professional. Remember a Charity has produced a useful guide to making a 
Will at www.rememberacharity.org.uk/making-a-will .



How your gift helps

Legacies are of vital importance to WCF, no matter what the size. As a specialist charity we 
find it harder than many good causes to raise funds; we have only been able to pursue its 
activities because of generous legacies previously left to us. Your legacy could allow us to 
publish more books and research papers; pay for a development worker; hire a venue for a 
conference; enable us to send the Journal to a larger number of people; or meet expenses 
of speakers from around the world.

Make a direct donation

You may prefer to make a donation to support our work, perhaps in memory of a loved one 
who was a member. You can send a cheque made payable to ‘World Congress of Faiths’ to 
our Administrator, Warwick Hawkins, at:

Flat 1, Home Farm,
Sugnall,
Staffordshire
ST21 6NF

Alternatively, you could authorise a bank transfer to our bank account.
Name: World Congress of Faiths
Sort Code: 60-80-05
Account Number: 38750872

Thank you.

WCF, November 2025


