
In common with so many other organisations in the UK,
2020 has proved to be the first year that the World
Congress of Faiths (WCF) could not draw people together
for an AGM to review and celebrate progress. This short
report offers a summary of the papers which have been
‘virtually’ presented to members.
 
Chair of WCF, Revd Dr Alan Race reflected that future
analyses would reveal how different national responses
and engagements with the virus, and our individual and
collective reactions to Covid-19 have been influenced by
the role of historic religious values. At a moment when
every single person, institution and public body had been
upended, WCF could only add its condolences to all those
who have suffered such shocking loss and grief. 
 
Alan expressed his gratitude for the dedication of the
Executive Committee, its officers and voluntary helpers,
and to the many members and friends who had made
valuable contributions over the year to inter faith relations
and dialogue. [Continued...]
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In particular, he thanked Administrator Tony Reese, Treasurer Pejman Khojasteh, Presidents
Marcus Braybrooke and Rabbi Jackie Tabick, whose long-standing support and involvement
with WCF continued to be appreciated by many, and Jane Thompson, who had masterminded the
new Newsletter. He noted that Jenny Kartupelis, Strategy and Development Officer was officially
retiring at the AGM, although she would continue to assist until the end of the year. WCF had every
reason to be hugely grateful to her for all that she had achieved over the last five years.
 
Alan reported that the Executive Committee was discussing WCF’s future in the light of diminishing
financial resources and continuously changing contours of interfaith engagement. The onset of
lockdown had to an extent put the discussion on hold, but the main options under consideration
were: to join with another organisation, while maintaining WCF’s brand and focus; to hold a major
conference event next year and then gracefully wind up operations; or continue with a reduced
programme. These and other options would be worked through.
 
In conclusion, Alan said that the WCF journal Interreligious Insight continued to be popular and
valued, with high quality articles and illustrations. Over the last year it had featured contributions
from Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Sikh, Hindu and Universalist backgrounds, together with pieces
from a more social science perspective. 
 
Strategy and Development Officer Jenny Kartupelis provided a report on the activities organised by
WCF in the period since May 2019 (available in full on request). These included the conference on
‘Meetings of Minds: Conflict, Reconciliation and Interfaith Relations’, held in Coventry in September
(pictured below); visits to four places of worship; and the Younghusband Lecture on the theme
‘Where religion and globalisation meet: issues of change, belonging and aspiration’ given by Dr
Anneweike Vroom in November. A full report of the September conference, and transcripts of four
of the presentations, appeared in the December 2019 issue of Interreligious Insight, and all the
events above have been reported in previous issues of News and Views. 
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Meetings of Minds: Conflict, Reconciliation and Interfaith Relations



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                
In a concluding presentation, Joint President Revd Dr Marcus Braybrooke and his wife Mary
expressed their hope that the current strange times were not too difficult for those involved in
WCF; their sympathy to all who had been unwell or lost loved ones; and their thanks to NHS staff
and to all who have helped and supported others. They also thanked Jenny for her imaginative and
forward-looking approach which had brought many people into contact with WCF for the first time;
Tony Reese, who continued as the organisation’s very efficient administrator and ensured that the
website was kept up to date; all the Honorary Officers, including Feargus O’Connor and Pejman
Khojasteh; and especially Alan Race for his leadership,  writing and devotion to interfaith causes. 
 They also paid tribute to David Potter, a previous treasurer and secretary, who died last year and
expressed their condolences to his wife Jean Potter, who had also done so much for WCF.
 
Marcus reflected on how far British life had changed to become multi-cultural and multi-religious –
although there was always further to go. In the early years of the Second World War, Francis
Younghusband and others were already thinking about the new world order that may be possible
after the conflict, and now, in the midst of the pandemic, we should again be inspired to improve
the future through international and interfaith co-operation, with the priorities of achieving
universal peace and justice, providing homes for refugees, food for the hungry and treasuring the
environment.

WCF had been working with the Faith and Belief
Forum to organise an event for June 2020 to be
held in Birmingham, with presentations and
activities relating to education and
interfaith: ‘Faith diversity, young people and
education’. This was now on hold, and WCF hoped
to run this event and others when government
rules allowed.
 
As she was formally retiring from her role, Jenny
warmly thanked the Chair, Presidents, Trustees,
Administrator and all WCF’s members and friends
for their support of her work and very much hoped
that the time would soon arrive when she could
thank them in person.
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Younghusband lecture held in November

A message from WCF Chair Dr Alan Race
The Covid-19 pandemic has unearthed numerous fault-lines around the world – inequalities in
respect of poverty, food distribution, political leadership, access to health, access to employment,
ethnic/race injustices, and the neglect of international institutions. This list could be extended.
Just when the world needs a functioning internationalism we discover how broken the system has
become. What has been revealed will not go away, even though there will be attempts in the name
of politics and economics ‘to return to normal’. Sure, there will be a need to return the world to
some kind of economic stability (whatever that might mean) in the short term. But the fault-lines
are now staring us in the face and will demand healing. Blame for the pandemic achieves nothing
except to cause further disharmony and anger. [Continued...]



 
 
 
If we are ‘in this together’ then we cannot ignore my list of inequalities. It is shocking that the poor
of the world have suffered the most. It is shocking that a man’s plea – ‘I can’t breathe’ – under the
boot of a policeman in Minneapolis was so brutally ignored. Someone said that racism is a disease.
This downplays the scandal, as though a pill can be manufactured to cure it. Racism is an injustice,
and that’s deeper. It is also shocking that some versions of religion have responded to the
pandemic by labelling it a punishment from heaven. This is unthinking ignorance and should be
dismissed completely. The Divine does not ‘send’ plagues, but invites us cure them by whatever
means at our disposal. And cure involves not only searching for vaccines but also reaching out with
loving kindness. 
 
The religions have resources, both theological and practical, to offer in times of deep need. We can
be connected by prayer/meditation; we can commend the vision of compassion-leading-to-
generosity for the common good; we can pledge our support for causes battling injustices; etc. etc.
Most of all, the religions now have no business operating alone. It is hypocritical if we demand that
governments, nations, movements, networks and peoples work together and then we remain
comfortable in our own silos. In this sense interfaith work is needed now more than ever. I was
reminded of the pledge of the shared-faith Declaration of Commitment at the time of the
millennium on 3rd January 2000 in the House of Lords:  In a world scarred by the evils of
war, racism, injustice and poverty, we offer this joint Act of Commitment as we look to our shared
future:

All: 
We commit ourselves,
as people of many faiths,
to work together
for the common good,
uniting to build a better society,
grounded in values and ideals we share:
 
community,
personal integrity,
a sense of right and wrong,
learning, wisdom and love of truth,
care and compassion,
justice and peace,
respect for one another,
for the earth and its creatures.
We commit ourselves,
in a spirit of friendship and co-operation,
to work together
alongside all who share our values and ideals,
to help bring about a better world
now and for generations to come
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Continued...A message from WCF Chair Dr Alan Race

As we look to a post-Covid world this
commitment seems more relevant than ever.

Perhaps it’s time to remind ourselves of it.
 

Alan Race
Chair, WCF Executive Committee



Commit to a sustainable programme of tree planting within the next two
years to significantly reduce carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere and
Stop the deforestation of rainforests.

Message from the Chair of Religions for Peace UK Women of Faith Network
 
The world is facing an unprecedented crisis, but as people of faith we must
always be optimistic in the face of any difficulty. We need to look at the positive
that has come out of this crisis. People are caring and helping each other.
Scientists, medical profession, industry are all working innovatively together to
help humanity. We must remember that prayer connects the soul to the Divine
and connects communities during any hardship. So pray and send good
spiritual vibrations throughout the world. 
 
Protecting Mother Earth Seminar 8 March 2020
On International Women’s Day, Religions for Peace UK Women of Faith Network
called upon all organisations and communities to lobby political leaders and
governments to:

 
The seminar, hosted by Bhai Sahib Bhai Mohinder Singh of Guru Nanak
Nishkam Sewak Jatha, took place at the Nishkam Centre, Birmingham, UK. 
Ravinder Kaur Nijjar Chair of RfP UKWFN told participants that the
achievements of women across the world were usually celebrated on
International Women’s Day however humanity had forgotten
to protect the greatest mother of all, Planet Earth. As human beings we all
have a responsibility to protect and care for the environment. 
 
The participants then heard from speakers from a variety of different religious
communities on what Religious Scriptures say on the environment and what
can be done individually and collectively to help overcome the negative impact
human beings have had on the Earth. 

5

Religions for Peace UK Report



COVID-19 ONLINE WORSHIP AND DEVOTIONAL RESOURCES: This page includes examples of how
faith communities are providing ‘virtual’ worship and devotional opportunities and guidance, as
well as examples of resources for prayers at home whilst places of worship are closed following
social distancing measures. There is a wealth of information and links on this page so well worth
having a look.
 
 
COVID-19 - Recovery and phased return: A number of faith community bodies have published
plans, guidelines and discussion papers encouraging members to develop plans for the phased
return/resumption of services as lockdown eases, and for the wider post-COVID-19 recovery
period. Read more here
 
 
COVID-19 Acts of kindness and service: Around the UK thousands of people are responding to
the pandemic through acts of kindness and service. The Interfaith Network have highlighted a few
examples from faith communities and faith-based bodies.
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Interfaith news - round up

Faith communities are responding to
COVID-19 in a variety of ways. 

 
The Interfaith Network website has some

great resources to access including:

'Faith during the pandemic' podcast
 

The Faith and Belief Forum have started a new podcast series
on 'Faith during the pandemic', consisting of interviews with

people from faith and belief communities across Britain
about how they are dealing with this crisis. 

 
The latest podcast can be heard here via their website

https://www.interfaith.org.uk/news/covid-19-online-worship-and-devotional-resources
https://www.interfaith.org.uk/news/covid-19-recovery-and-phased-return
https://www.interfaith.org.uk/news/covid-19-acts-of-kindness-and-service
https://faithbeliefforum.org/category/podcast/


Women of Faith Pray for the Well Being of Humanity - 14 May 2020
 
Women of faith from around the UK and further afield gathered virtually for an evening of prayer
and reflection for the health and well-being of humanity. An Interfaith service was organised by
Religions for Peace UK Women of Faith Network in partnership with Interfaith Scotland. They joined
the call from His Holiness Pope Francis and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Sheikh Ahmad
Al-Tayyeb, for a day of prayer to be observed on 14 May 2020. 
 
The call was also taken up by Religions for Peace World Council, representing the world’s diverse
religious traditions who stated, 
 
“We call all peoples around the world, respectful of their own faith traditions, to do good deeds,
observe fast, pray, and make devout supplications to the Sacred to rescue us all from this
adversity, to inspire scientists to find a cure, and to nurture one another as
we all face the diverse repercussions of this serious pandemic.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The women were welcomed by the Chair of Religions for Peace Women of Faith Network, Ravinder
Kaur Nijjar and the Director of Interfaith Scotland, Dr Maureen Sier.  The meeting was honoured to
have Dr. Nayla Tabbara attending from Lebanon. She began the service with a prayer for a deeper
awakening of humanity to interconnect with each other during this time of crisis and to continue
working together afterwards. 
 
The presenters in their prayers or reflections spoke of the need to let go of negativity and allow the
positive vibrations to flourish. To meditate for a peaceful mind, to be compassionate, merciful and
brave. To be forever optimistic in the face of adversity and to remember that humanity will come
through this difficult time, stronger and united. 
 
The chair thanked the women for their insightful, wise prayers and reflections and urged
participants present to continue to pray, meditate and reflect together to help humanity through
the Covid-19 crisis.
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In Search of Spiritual Intelligence
Betty Steinhauer
Published by Fisher King Publishing, 2020
- Find on Amazon or Kobo 
 
This new book is based on interviews with 39 people of all ages, many walks of life, and a
diversity of faith traditions, with whom the author discussed the nature and meaning of
spiritual intelligence. What had life taught them, what learning would they pass on to others,
what does wisdom look like as applied to everyday life?
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Book release: In Search of Spiritual Intelligence

From these conversations, Steinhauer distils
insights into ideas such as maturity,
compassion and fortitude, that can help
individuals be their best, and bring enduring
values to a fast-changing world. 
 
In Search of Spiritual Intelligence does not aim
to be an intellectual or academic book, but
rather to focus on stories about personal
journeys that may help readers to find their
own path to greater spiritual understanding
and true contentment.
 
Find on Amazon or Kobo
 



EVENTS
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Tuesday 16th June 3pm: Sikhs and
Christians in the Media 
 
The St Philip's Centre in Leicester, is holding
an event asking how do Sikhs and Christians
use the media?  What's narrow-cast?  What's
broadcast? What about print, social media,
TV, radio and more? How has Covid-19
changed the media landscape?  Dr Jasjit
Singh and Liz Hudson will discuss these
issues and more. 
 
To book a place, email:
onlinetraining@stphilipscentre.co.uk

Wednesday 17th June 6.30pm to 8.30pm:
Listening to each other, Listening to
earth
 
St Ethelburga’s Centre for Reconciliation and
Peace is launching a new online series, in
collaboration with The Future is Beautiful,
titled ‘Listening to each other, Listening to
Earth’ to explore climate justice. The launch
event will include speakers Amisha Ghadiali
and Muslim spiritual ecologist Rabiah
Abdullah. 
 
To register visit:
https://stethelburgas.org/event/listening
-to-each-other-listening-to-earth-launch-
event-with-rabiah-abdullah-and-amisha-
ghadiali/?
mc_cid=d48ae2d1a4&mc_eid=91aaa813ea

Monday 15th June 2pm plus dates in July
and August. 'Connected- inter-faith
dialogue'
Barnet Interfaith Network are running
'Connected' a series of inter-faith dialogues.
on 15 June, 6 July, 10 August 2020 
Time: 2pm-3pm
Location: Online using Zoom
If you are interested in taking part or would
like more information, please email 
efewkes@kingscentresouthall.org.uk
 

http://bodinterfaith.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://stethelburgas.org/event/listening-to-each-other-listening-to-earth-launch-event-with-rabiah-abdullah-and-amisha-ghadiali/?mc_cid=d48ae2d1a4&mc_eid=91aaa813ea
http://bodinterfaith.eventbrite.co.uk/


Membership application 
and subscription to 

Interreligious Insight

Name:
 
 
Address:
 
 
 
Telephone:                                                     Email:
 
Faith (optional): 
 
 
Please tick as appropriate:
       
          I wish to join the World Congress of Faiths and subscribe to the Journal 
          Interreligious Insight (postal version) and enclose payment for £45.
 
          I wish to join the World Congress of Faiths with online access to the
          Journal Interreligious Insight and enclose payment for £25 (or £10 if a   
          student in full time education).
 
          I only wish to subscribe to the Journal Interreligious Insight (postal         
          version) and enclose payment of £40.
 
 

Please complete the standing order mandate on the following page and return
your form to: World Congress of Faiths, 21 Maple Street, London W1T 4BE

 
For further information about membership or our journal please contact:
Tony Reese, Administrator T: 01935 864055 E: tony.reese@worldfaiths.org 10



Standing Order Mandate

To The Manager ..........................................................................Bank (please print bank name)
 
Please credit the World Congress of Faiths (account no: 38750872, sort code: 60-80-05)
at NatWest, 24 Spring Street, London W2 1JA on ....................... (date) 
 
and thereafter annually on the equivalent date the sum of £......................................................
(.........................................................please state amount in words) 
 
Full name of account holder: ............................................................................................................
 
Account number: .........................................Signature: ...................................

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK
taxpayer. I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations I make in the future or have made in the past 4 years to the World Congress of
Faiths (Reg No 244096). I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift
Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. Please notify the charity if you wish to want to
cancel this declaration, change your name or home address or no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. If you pay
Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid
donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Signature: ..............................................Date: .........................

Please return to: 
World Congress of Faiths

21 Maple Street
London W1T 4BE

 
Title: .....................................First name(s): .......................................................................... 
 
Last  name: .........................................................
 
Home Address: 
 
...................................................................................................................................................................
 
...................................................................................................................................................................
 
...................................................................................................................................................................
.

Charity Gift Aid Declaration
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Please return to: 
World Congress of Faiths

21 Maple Street
London W1T 4BE


