
	[image: image6.jpg]



	                 One Family

The Newsletter of the World Congress of Faiths

August 2010

Website: www.worldfaiths.org                                                                Charity Number: 244096
	[image: image2.png]




	The World Congress of Faiths


The World Congress of Faiths is an individual membership organisation. It is a member of the Inter Faith Network (UK) and works with other interfaith organizations in Britain and across the world. The members of the Executive of WCF are drawn from all major religious communities in Britain.


We encourage people of all faiths to join and share their experiences and their spiritual quest with each other. The World Congress of Faiths believes that understanding between people of different religions is important for good community relations, for moral and spiritual renewal and for world peace. A principle is respect for those of differing faith. WCF by its educational work encourages interfaith understanding and co-operation at all levels of society. 


	Future World Congress of Faith Events:

September 1 – 4: The World Congress of Faiths is joining with the International Association for Religious Freedom (IARF) to run two joint commissions, just before the 33rd IARF Congress at Gokulam Park Hotel in Kochi, Kerala, India.  
Commission 1: Free Religion and Religious Freedom.  Can the IARF be not only for Religious Freedom as the name suggests in English, or can we also be for "Free Religion" as the Japanese name proclaims? How much freedom do we support? Do we support the freedom of religion to punish those who defect? 
Commission 2: Programmes of Heritage and Hope.  A Commission to plan and promote programmes celebrating such topics as the 500th Anniversary of the birth of Michael Servetus in 2011.


September 5th:  Inter Faith Service for Animals.  3.00 p.m. at Golders Green Unitarian Church.  Rev Feargus O’Connor, a member of the Executive Committee of WCF, is arranging this service.
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December 4th: Spiritual Experience through the Ages.  10.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. at Friends Meeting House, 43 St Giles, Oxford.  Speakers: Revd Dr Marcus Braybrooke, President of the World Congress of Faiths and Marianne Rankin, former Chair of the Alister Hardy Society.  Cost £10 members of WCF and AHS; non-members £15.  Booking is essential at ahs@riachi.free-online.co.uk
Marianne Rankin

December 11th:  ‘The Golden Rule’ at St Ethelburga’s Centre, London.  Pejman Khojasteh, a member of the Executive Committee of WCF is organising this event.

January 15th, 2011: Servetus conference at Rosslyn Hill Chapel, Hempstead.  The Revd Dr Richard Boeke, a member of the Executive Committee of WCF is organising this event.
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Members of the WCF executive committee

	Islam’s Relations with Other Religions Exhibition.

A small group from the World Congress of Faiths visited the exhibition on ‘Islam’s Relations with Other Religions’ at the Islamic Cultural Centre and London Central Mosque on Monday 21st June. Earlier at the launch of the exhibition Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke, President of the World Congress of Faiths, said that Yusuf Ali the translator of the Holy Qur’an had attended the first WCF Congress in London in 1936 and that Muslims continue to make a valuable contribution to the work of WCF. 
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Marcus emphasised the importance of the exhibition and hoped that many members of the wider public would visit it and recognise the high respect that Muslims have for Isa (Jesus) and learn about the great contribution that Islam has made to Western Civilization. Recalling a visit to the House of the Virgin Mary at Ephesus, which is a holy site visited by Christian and Muslim pilgrims, he hoped that Christians and Muslims could see each other as fellow pilgrims working together for a better world. 



	The Emotional and Spiritual Needs of Older People: How Can Faith Communities Help?

Faith communities should take on more of the responsibilities of caring for older people that religions have traditionally expected children to perform for their parents. This was one of the conclusions of the recent seminar on ‘The Emotional and Spiritual needs of Older People: How Can Faith Communities Help?’ arranged by the Fintry Trust and the World Congress of Faiths.

Mary Braybrooke, a social worker and Vice-President of the World Congress of Faiths, pointed out that at the very time when Britain like other countries has an ageing population, social changes make it more difficult for families to care for their older members. In 1900, life expectancy for men was 48 and for women it was 52. The expectation for boys born today is just over 77 years and for girls nearly 82 years. 

The early retired may have the money and health to travel and take up new interests. As health and mobility deteriorate, people need more help.  Yet parents and their adult children may now live far apart – even in different continents – and both husband and wife may need to work to support their own children. The strain of caring for a relative who has dementia may be overwhelming, especially as sometimes happens the carer is a person in his or her seventies looking after a parent who is in his or her nineties. 

Mary Braybrooke pointed out that physical, emotional and spiritual needs belong together. It is often easier to offer practical help rather than give time to listen both to a person’s memories and to their fears. As we grow older, we may have ambivalent feelings about our age and can even ourselves be ageist thinking that we hardly matter in a changing society. We may fear mortality, dread the loss of bodily functions and dislike being dependent on others. 

As death approaches, we may search for final meaning and intimacy with God. Mary quoted examples of people who had found peace. Fr Bernard Delaney, a former Provincial of the English Dominicans, said, ‘I didn’t know it was going to be so easy. I have had such a happy life.’ The poet Gerald Manley Hopkins said, ‘I am so happy, so happy.’

In the discussion it was suggested that the best preparation for dying well was to live well. Others talked about the care offered by their churches. One person said that in her church the minister would introduce members of the congregation to older people, who would welcome more company, so that they might become regular visitors. A social worker with wide knowledge of residential homes said that the quality of life in them was greatly improved if members of the local community were frequent visitors and helped the hard-pressed staff to arrange activities. 

In a second session, led by Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke, President of the World Congress of Faiths, it was recognised that most religions have taught people to prepare for old age. This, however, is less common today. There was considerable discussion of how one should prepare oneself for dying and help others to do so. Practical issues such as making a will or planning a funeral may also be occasions for a person to think about deeper questions. Thinking how to answer a twelve year olds question, ‘What happens when I die?’ led to a wide ranging discussion of participants’ beliefs about life after death, which all reflected the conviction that when the body dies the true self or soul lives on. 

People came from a considerable distance to Fintry House, which is near Godalming – from Ipswich, Chichester, Oxford and elsewhere. We have so much to learn from each other, but as this passage by John Hick, which Marcus quoted at the end of his talk suggests, that ‘in the eternal life there is no longer any place for religions.’ ‘In the picture of heaven in the Book of Revelation, there is no temple, or church, or mosque… The function of religion is to bring us to as right relationship with the ultimate divine reality, to awareness of our true nature and our place in the Whole, into the presence of God. In the eternal life there is no longer any place for religions; the pilgrim has no need of a way after he has finally arrived. In St John the Divine’s vision of the heavenly city at the end of the Christian scriptures it is said that there is no temple – no Christian church or chapel, no Jewish synagogue, no Hindu or Buddhist temple, no Muslim mosque, no Sikh gurdwara … For all these exist in time, as ways through time to eternity.’ 

	In Support of Local Encounter between Christians and Muslims

A group of around 50 Christians and Muslims (both women and men) in positions of responsibility in local churches and mosque communities met together at Lambeth Palace on 15 July 2010, at an event convened and hosted by the Archbishop of Canterbury, organised by the Christian Muslim Forum and in partnership with the Mosques and Imams National Advisory Board (MINAB) and Churches Together in England (CTE).

The purpose of the meeting was to share our experiences of working together in our neighbourhoods for the good of our communities and to consider ways of offering the potential and the challenges we have found to colleagues around the country.  In order to share and commend their experiences to local Christian and Muslim leaders and members of worshipping congregations across the country they made the following joint statement and shared commitment:

· We pledge, as local Christian and Muslim leaders, to live up to the best of our traditions by respecting, welcoming and being hospitable to our neighbours of other faiths.

· We will speak generously of other faiths, scriptures and worshippers with our own congregations, while recognising we have some real and important theological differences. 

· We will engage openly and honestly with each other on all issues of concern, including sensitive or painful issues*. We are open to being challenged by each other.

· We will make a point of developing and sustaining friendships with leaders and members of other faiths in our neighbourhoods and regionally and make such friendships public. We see this as a very important part of the wider network of relationships between people of different faiths.

· We will encourage members of our congregations to meet each other, learn about each others’ faiths, enjoy each others’ hospitality and share in each others’ celebrations and struggles. Some suggestions for doing this are contained in the Christian Muslim Forum’s booklet ‘Local Christian-Muslim Friendship’.

· We will explore areas where we can work together locally on issues of shared concern, including international issues with local impact, and encourage practical partnerships between our two religions. We will show solidarity with each other at times of distress

· As Christians and Muslims we shall offer our engagement to other faiths and the wider community, including common engagement with issues of social justice, equality and discrimination.

Alan Gadd, Alan Race and Abduljalil Sajid, who are members of the WCF executive committee, were among those who signed the statement.  To sign the statement, or to find out more about the work of the Christian Muslim Forum, see www.christianmuslimforum.org.



	Volunteers needed by Three Faiths Forum

The Three Faiths Forum is doing interesting work with schools. They are looking for Christians to train as volunteer speakers as part of their schools programme. If you or someone in your network or congregation would be interested in this stimulating and rewarding work please contact Maja, maja@threefaithsforum.org.uk or see their website www.threefaithsforum.org.uk


	Roman Catholic document on Inter Faith Relations

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales launched a new teaching document on inter faith relations at Archbishop’s House, Westminster Cathedral:  ‘Meeting God in Friend and Stranger: Fostering respect and mutual understanding between the religions.  It is published by The Catholic Truth Society, 40-46 Harleyford Road, London, SE11 5AY; website: www.cts-online.org.uk


	Inter Faith Week 2010

A reminder that Inter Faith Week 2010 is taking place on November 21st -27th.   The Week is being led by the Inter Faith Network for the UK, working with its member bodies, in consultation with the Department for Communities and Local Government and also with the Department for Children, Schools and Families, the Local Government Association and the Equality and Human Rights Commission.  

The first national Inter Faith Week was a considerable success.  The Inter Faith Network for the UK has published ‘A Report and Evaluation of the Week’; see www.interfaith.org.uk.  

The executive committee of the World Congress of Faiths will be discussing its contribution to the variety of events that will take place during the Week, further details of which will be in the next edition of ‘One Family.  To advertise your event in One Family, send details of it to JoyBarrow@aol.com on or before October 18th.



	.

Other Inter Faith Relations events:

Christians Aware:

Friday 8th October  6:30pm. ‘Art and Spirituality’ with  Jyoti Sahi at St Andrew's, Short Street, Waterloo, London SE1 8LJ 

Jyoti is a well known Christian artist who has a wonderful gift for painting the lives, hopes and dreams of the people of all the religions of India. His work is traditional and contemporary, meditative and also challenging, colourful and sombre. Donations in the region of £5 per person are requested to help us cover our costs. To register call 0116 254 0770 or email barbarabutler@christiansaware.co.uk
St Ethelburga’s Centre for Reconciliation and Peace:

Thursday 7th October 4.00 – 6.30pm. ‘Renegotiating 'value': what faiths offer 21st century business leadership’.  The first in a new series from Faiths in London’s Economy (FiLE) in association with: Ethos Human Capital; Faith Regeneration  Foundation; The Grubb Institute; Mission in London’s Economy; St Ethelburga’s Centre for Reconciliation & Peace. 

St Philip’s Centre, Leicester

September 28th to 30th. The Christian response to other faiths.  

For further information of both the course and the event on July 10th, contact Mrs Kathy Morrison, St Philip’s Centre, 2a Stoughton Drive North, Leicester LE5 5UB; Telephone: 0116 2733459; website: www.stphilipscentre.co.uk




