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	Faith Meeting Faith: a rich resource for life
The World Congress of Faiths seeks to bridge the almost unbridgeable: to make bonds of friendship based on knowledge and understanding and to celebrate the differences between religions. While accepting the differences of history and belief between faith communities, we affirm and support each of the faith groups represented at our gatherings.  We seek to bring together those who are firm adherents of their own faiths, and who wish to learn from others in a non-judgemental and supportive fashion. In this way, hopefully, we work towards ending the destructive enmity that so tragically dogs the relationships between so many people of faith.



	                  2010 Younghusband Lecture

The 2010 Younghusband Lecture: ‘Faiths, the State and the 

Public Realm’ will be given by Barney Leith on 26 May at 6.30 p.m. in the NSA room at the UK National Baha’i Centre, 27 Rutland Gate, London SW7 1PD. A buffet supper will be available from 6.00 p.m.
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Barney has been a member of the UK Bahá'í community's national governing body since 1993, serving successively as its Secretary, Secretary for External Affairs, and Director for Diplomatic Relations. He is currently Director of the community's Office of Public Information.
He is a founder member and chair of two national multi-faith bodies: the Faith-Based Regeneration Network and the Religion and Belief Consultative Group. He is a trustee of the Inter Faith Network for the UK and a founder- member of the Multi-Faith Group for Healthcare Chaplaincy. He represents the Bahá'í community on the UK Government's Faith Communities Consultative Council. 

The Younghusband Lecture will be preceded by a meeting of the WCF Executive Committee at 3.00 p.m. and the Annual General Meeting of the World Congress of Faiths at 5.00 p.m. both in the NSA room at 27 Rutland Gate. 


	World Sacred Music
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Left to right: Farah Mohebati of the Baha'i community, Marcus Braybrooke, Kate Whyman,
Artistic Director of World Sacred Music, Soname and Mary Braybrooke

 
Mary and Marcus Braybrooke were the speakers at the first dialogue evening arranged by World Sacred Music in Friends' Meeting House Brighton on Thursday March 18th. Their subject was 'Serving the World Together: Sharing Our Search for the Divine' - a reflection on the recent Parliament of the World’s Religions in Melbourne, which they attended. There was also a recital by the Tibetan singer Soname. 

 
The next speaker will be Satish Kumar on Sunday 25th April at 2.30 p.m. in Brighton Unitarian Church.   For details contact kate@worldsacredmusic.org
 

	Bequest to World Congress of Faiths:
WCF wishes to acknowledge the generous bequest of £500 from the estate of Miss Mary Constance Nullis of Ruislip, Middlesex. Miss Nullis was a retired State Registered nurse who died on 30 January 2009.  WCF would also like to express our condolences to her family and friends.


	Sheikh Mohammed Sayyid Tantawi


World Congress of Faith would like to express its condolences to members of the Muslim community on the passing on 10 March of Sheikh Mohammed Sayyid Tantawi, the Grand Imam of al-Azhar mosque and head of the al-Azhar University.  The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches wrote that Sheikh Mohammed Sayyid Tantawi "will be remembered with great respect and appreciation for his remarkable contribution to Islamic scholarship, for his prominent role and genuine commitment to intercultural and inter-religious dialogue”.

	Fintry Trust in association with the World Congress of Faith:

The Emotional and Spiritual Needs of Older People

How Can Faith Communities Help?

on Saturday July 17th
from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.

at The Fintry Trust, Fintry, Brook, Godalming, Surrey, GU8 5UQ
Morning session: Respect in Old Age led by Mary Braybrooke, social worker and Vice President of the World Congress of Faiths

Afternoon session: Death and Beyond led by Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke, President of the World Congress of Faiths.
Members of several faith traditions will share in the discussion

Cost: £10.00.    Further details: Telephone: 01428 682621;  e-mail:  secretary@thefintrytrust.org.uk 
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www.thefintrytrust.org.uk  Though booking in advance is not essential, it would be helpful to notify Fintry if you wish to attend.



	Faiths in Sussex in co-operation with Worth Abbey and the World Congress of Faiths presents:

                                                     THE PRESENT AND FUTURE OF FAITH
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speaker: Revd Peter Owen-Jones
on Sunday June 20th from 2.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.

at the Performing Arts Centre, Worth Abbey.

The Rev. Peter Owen-Jones is an Anglican Vicar and the presenter of the TV Series, ‘Around the world in 80 Faiths’.  His books include ‘Around the World in 80 Faith and ‘Letters from the Moon’.
There will be circle group discussions, a tea break, and a panel including Iyadh Daoud & Kate Whyman.
To reserve please email   Ms Alison Schillinger, Worth Abbey; email:  toc@worthabbey.net.   
The Abbey is located about 5 miles south of Three Bridges, which is the nearest rail station.   
See Website  www.worthabbey.net
Further information: Revd Dr Richard Boeke, telephone: 01403 257 801; e-mail: r.boeke@virgin.net


	

	

	Other Inter Faith events and courses:

London Inter Faith Centre    

Certificate in Inter Faith Relations    2010-2012
 
The Certificate in Inter Faith Relations is open to those of all faiths and none, while having been designed in the first instance to address issues arising for those of the majority culture, be they confessional Christians, cultural Christians or mainly secular (or indeed other).

 
The Certificate seeks to introduce religions and ideological stances and their presence and manner of functioning in the UK at the present time.

 
Sunday 9 May 2010, 3.00-5.00 pm, speaker: Alan LeGrys
The well-known academic Alan Le Grys joins us for his now annual visit, during which he will give us an overview update on current UK ideological and religious issues, trends and figures. His visits are always greatly appreciated. Do arrive in good time to be assured of a seat. 
Further information of both the Certificate course and the event on May 9th, contact the London Inter Faith Centre, 125 Salusbury Road, London NW6 6RG; e-mail: info@londoninterfaith.org.uk 

website:  www.londoninterfaith.org.uk
St Philip’s Centre, Leicester

The Christian response to other faiths

A three day course either on May 18th, June 1st and 15th or from September 28th to 30th. 

A Centenary Seminar: Reflections on Leslie Newbigin in India
Saturday, July 10th from 10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. at St Philip’s Church, Leicester, LE2 1HN
Cost: £20.00 per person including Indian lunch and refreshments.
For further information of both the course and the event on July 10th, contact Mrs Kathy Morrison, St Philip’s Centre, 2a Stoughton Drive North, Leicester LE5 5UB; Telephone: 0116 2733459; website: www.stphilipscentre.co.uk
Derby Multi Faith Centre at the University of Derby

May 12th from 7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.

The Power of Politics in Islam; speaker: Iman Abu Usamah

May 26th from7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.
The Sufi Experience; speaker: Steve Bell

For further details contact: The Multi-Faith Centre at the University of Derby, Kedleston Road, Derby, DE22 1GB.  Telephone: 01332 591285; e-mail: mfc@derby.ac.uk  or philip@multifatihcentre.org
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IARF Conference from September 4th to 7th in Kochi, India.  

To be opened by His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

IARF/WCF commissions meet September 1st to 4th.

Further details from Revd Dr Richard Boeke, telephone: 01403 257 801; e-mail: r.boeke@virgin.net



	Inter Faith Week 2010
November 21-27th 2010 will mark the second national Inter Faith Week in England and Wales.  The Week is being led by the Inter Faith Network for the UK, working with its member bodies, in consultation with the Department for Communities and Local Government and also with the Department for Children, Schools and Families, the Local Government Association and the Equality and Human Rights Commission.  Regional Faith Forums in England will again play a key role in supporting and making known the pattern of events in their regions.  In Wales, the lead on the Week is being taken by the Inter Faith Council for Wales in consultation with relevant statutory and other bodies.

The aims of the Week are: to strengthen good inter faith relations at all levels; to increase awareness of the different and distinct faith communities in the UK, in particular celebrating and building on the contribution which their members make to their neighbourhoods and to wider society; and to increase understanding between people of religious and non-religious belief. 

Minister for Cohesion Shahid Malik said "The 2009 Week was a big success.  It raised the profile of faith communities and their contribution to society, increased inter faith engagement and understanding and helped people of religious and non-religious beliefs get into dialogue. I am delighted that there will be a similar Week in 2010.”

With acknowledgement to the Inter Faith Network for the UK; website: www.interfaith.org.uk

	Faith Communities unite to oppose the politics of hatred
The following statement was signed by organisations representing all the main faith communities, the Christian  denominations and many other inter faith relations groups:

“With the approach of the General Election we are all too aware of those political forces who would seek to divide our country by promoting ideologies of racism and prejudice. We are immensely proud of the fundamentally British characteristics of equality, respect and fairness and of British society’s uncompromising rejection of the demonization of any group, whether religious, ethnic or otherwise.
We therefore urge every British citizen to use their vote to support any party of their choice which stands opposed to the destructive politics of hatred, to vote for freedom not fear, partnerships not prejudice, and hope not hate.”


	Ivy Gutridge

It was with delight that WCF learned that the Ivy Gutridge Resource Centre was launched on January 9th
in a collaboration between the Wolverhampton Inter Faith Council and the Wolverhampton Central 

Library.   Ivy was one of the pioneers of Inter Faith Relations both in Wolverhampton, where she lived and was Secretary of the Inter-Faith Council from 1975-1995, nationally and internationally.  Ivy was a Vice President of the World Congress of Faiths.

At the opening ceremony of the Ivy Gutridge Resource Centre a variety of speakers paid tribute to the outstanding contribution that Ivy made to the inter faith relations, both nationally and internationally, over a period of more than twenty years. Although Ivy is no longer with us, she continues to live on through the inter faith work of which she was an inspiration. 










