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	Faith Meeting Faith: a rich resource for life
The World Congress of Faiths seeks to bridge the almost unbridgeable: to make bonds of friendship based on knowledge and understanding and to celebrate the differences between religions. While accepting the differences of history and belief between faith communities, we affirm and support each of the faith groups represented at our gatherings.  We seek to bring together those who are firm adherents of their own faiths, and who wish to learn from others in a non-judgemental and supportive fashion. In this way, hopefully, we work towards ending the destructive enmity that so tragically dogs the relationships between so many people of faith.



	World Congress of Faith forthcoming events:
   November 5th at 7.00 p.m.  Moral Maze ‘Capitalism or Community? What have we learned from the 

   Financial Meltdown?’ at Southwark Cathedral, London Bridge, SE1 9CA.  
   Chaired by Rabbi Jackie Tabick, the Panel will consist of: Rabbi Janet Darley, South London Liberal 
   Synagogue; Charanjit Ajit Singh, chair of Trustees of the International Interfaith Centre, Oxford; Paul 
   Morrison, a policy officer of the Methodist Church in Britain; Tarak El Diwany, editor of Islamic-

   Finance.com.
   The experts will be Peter Challen; Professor Vince Daley, Direct of Research in Economics, Kingston   

   University;  Duncan Law; Richard North and Atul Shah,    
                    .
   November 8th at 4.15 p.m. for 4.30 p.m.  Inter Faith Prayers for Peace on Remembrance Sunday 
  (WCF jointly with South London Inter Faith Group) at Southwark Cathedral, London Bridge, SE1 9CA.  
   Further details: Revd Dr Alan Gadd, 24 Holmewood Gardens, London SW2 3RS; telephone: 020 8678 8977;

   e-mail: alangadd@yahoo.co.uk
  Don’t miss: October 17th to November 12th: The Global Ethic Exhibition which will be on display in

  Southwick Cathedral, London Bridge, SE19DA.

Combine two events: When coming to the Inter Faith Prayers for Peace or the Moral Maze, also visit the Global Ethic Exhibition.

 

	John Denham M.P. speaks at Inter Faith Relations event
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The Rt Hon John Denham, MP, Secretary of State at the Dept of Communities and Local Government gave a speech at Methodist Church House before an audience who included members of the Christian, Hindu, Jain, Jewish, Muslim and Sikh faiths.  In his speech, Mr Denham reflected positively on the relationship between the government and faith communities, and how they had worked together in the past, did so today and should continue to do so in the future.  A text of his speech is available at www.communities.gov.uk.
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After his speech Mr Denham answered questions from members of the audience, including Charanjit Ajit Singh, a Vice President of the WCF.  Also present were WCF executive members Ajit Singh and Joy Barrow.  There was a genuine spirit of dialogue and mutual respect during the question and answer session.  It was good to hear the Secretary of State, who at the beginning of his speech described himself as a ‘secular humanist’, reject the idea that there was a secularist conspiracy to marginalise religion:  ‘first and foremost, faith must be respected and its power acknowledged by government’.  Mr Denham stated that his government believed that Christianity continued to make a distinctive contribution to national life and that the members of the different faith communities had enriched British society. As I listened to Mr Denham speech I was reminded of the Cantle Report, to which he made reference during on of this answers.  In his report Cantle emphasised that it was in towns like Southall and Leicester where different religions are celebrated in schools, the community and local government that there is community harmony.  At a time when there is insecurity in many different ways, the comment that summarised the evening was the view that ‘religion is part of the solution, not the problem’,  

Joy Barrow


	Material Wealth - Blessing or Root of Evil on October 18th at Worth Abbey
We were hosted by Father Paul Fleetwood, and much appreciate being at the wonder of this place. The programme opened with talks from two young men, Suba, a Baha’i, and Inti Khan, a Muslim. Suba told

us, ‘With fire we test the gold.  With gold we test the soul’.  Inti Khan told us of the Zakat, one of the five pillars of Islam: to make a charitable gift of a portion of your wealth.   We laughed to learn that the Arabic Word for ‘one who does not give’, is the same word as for ‘one who is constipated’ or ‘up tight’.
After the tea break, Tim Firth from Horsham introduced three speakers starting with Rabbi Sarah from Brighton/Hove.  She told us that the theme of ‘thanks’ and ‘giving’ is central to the Jewish Tradition. Material Wealth is a blessing in that we may give to others. In answer to a question, She told us that she is a member of Rabbis for Human Rights, and wears a pin for both Israel and Palestine.  She supports a two state peace agreement.

The next speaker was Jehangir Sarosh, a Zoroastrian, who started with a story of a long winded Swami who for over an hour and a half.  Then the Swami apologized for speaking so long, saying, ‘There is no clock on the wall in front of me’.  From the back a voice said, ‘DON'T WORRY SWAMI.  There is a calendar on the wall behind you’!  Mr. Sarosh told us that religion comes from a root which means ‘connect’. How do we connect?  What is community?  It is where there is a common unity.  He closed with a quote from Zoroaster, ‘Happiness to him who gives happiness’.  
John Naish, a Unitarian from Brighton, spoke on the theme of his recent book, ‘Enough’.  He warned us of the unhappiness of those who can never have enough.  He said, ‘Wealth is what liberates you to do the things that God has in store for you’.  The Tao Te Ching teaches, ‘He who knows he has enough, is rich’.  Yet built

into our bones from ‘Great Camping Trip known as the Neolithic Era, is battling for MORE’.  So the Puritan Tradition taught ‘it is good to be prosperous’.  Mr Naish recommended Aristotle's teaching of ‘The Golden Mean between Not Enough and Too Much.  A return to the time when children would say to grandmother, ‘Thank you. No. I have had an elegant sufficiency’.
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Father Paul led us in a closing circle of silence.  Some joined the Monks in the Chapel for Vespers.  Most Muslims went to a separate room for prayer.  And others walked out to see a glorious sunset over the South Downs.

Salaam, Shalom, Shanti, ... peace be with you.  
Richard Boeke



	Celebration of the 140th birthday of Mahatma Gandhi

The event was co-sponsored by the World Congress of Faiths, 
the London District Unitarians and the Unitarian Faith and Public Issues
Seeta Lakhani (left) who opened the celebration of Gandhi’s 140th birthday by playing classical raga on the flute.   
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Gandhi studied for law in London.                                     
Revd Dr Richard Boeke, offering flowers at  the 
statue of Gandhi in Meditation at Tavistock Square. 
Gandhi meditated daily. He was asked why he 
did not go to a cave and become a monk. 
 He answered. “I carry my cave around inside me.”   
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	Other Inter Faith Relations events:

Ammerdown Centre in conjunction with St Ethelburga’s Centre for Reconciliation.
November 6-8: ‘Gaining Confidence and Skills in Inter Faith Dialogue’ at the Ammerdown Centre, Bath.  Cost: £125.00.  

Further details: Mrs Benedicte Scholefield; 

e-mail b.scholefield@ammerdown.org
Christian Muslim Forum
November 3-4: ‘Challenges in Citizenship’.  This will be held in Derbyshire

November 5: ‘When a child dies: supporting Christian and Muslim parents’.  This will be held in
Birmingham.

Further details: Christian Muslim Forum, 70 South Lambeth Road, London, SW8 1RL; telephone: 0207 820 0444. www.christianmuslimforum.org

	Wolverhampton Faith and Regeneration Network:

November 21:  ‘Climate Change.. a matter of faith?’  Guest speaker: Mark Dowd.
Further details: WFRN; telephone 01902 399918

Zoroastrian Centre, Harrow
(opposite Rayners Lane underground station)  

November 18 from 2.00 p.m.: Religious Philanthropy and Social Action: Tools for cohesion and Building Stronger Communities’.

Further information: Malcolm Deboo, telephone 0208 868 4572, 0208 866 0745;

e-mail: secretary@ztfe.com








