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	Faith Meeting Faith: a rich resource for life
The World Congress of Faiths seeks to bridge the almost unbridgeable: to make bonds of friendship based on knowledge and understanding and to celebrate the differences between religions. While accepting the differences of history and belief between faith communities, we affirm and support each of the faith groups represented at our gatherings.  We seek to bring together those who are firm adherents of their own faiths, and who wish to learn from others in a non-judgemental and supportive fashion. In this way, hopefully, we work towards ending the destructive enmity that so tragically dogs the relationships between so many people of faith.



	2009 Younghusband Lecture

on

May 7th at 6. 30 p.m.

at

Gurdwara Sri Guru Singh Sabha, Alice Way, Hanworth Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, TW3 3UA

WCF is delighted to announce that the 2009 Younghusband Lecture will be given by Samain Passanna Pragya and will be titled 'The Relevance of ahimsa (non-violence) in the 21st century'.
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Samain Passanna Pragya has occupied the role of a spiritual nun in the Terapanth Sect of the Jain faith since 1989. She is a highly respected speaker and has contributed to conferences, conventions, workshops and camps on a range of subjects including values development, personality development, yoga and meditation.  She also conducts classes at JVB University, Lednun, India.

In accordance with Sikh spiritual practice, a meal free of charge will be available in the langar at the gurdwara. 



	Transforming the Earth and Us: How the Religions Can Help
July 12th to 14th A conference, in association with the World Congress of Faiths, at the John Foster Hall, University of Leicester.  Speakers include: Martin Palmer, Director of the Alliance of Religions and Conservation

Residential Rate: £165, Non-residential rate: £45


Contact: Elizabeth Rudge.  Tel: 0116 273 5313; e-mail: admin@stphilipsleicester.co.uk


	More World Congress of Faith events:
June 18th:  2009 Fideology conference 'The contribution of Wilfred Cantwell Smith' at Essex Hall, Essex Street, London WC2R in Association with the Unitarian Church Inter Faith Committee. Speakers include: Imam Abduljalil Sajid, Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke, Rev Dr Richard Boeke

June 4th 5.30 p.m. 'Evolution and Religion' at Essex Hall, Essex Street, London WC2R in Association with the Unitarian Church Inter Faith Committee.  Chair: Rabbi Jackie Tabick; Speakers: Pejman Khojasteh and Rev Dr Richard Boeke
July 9th 5.30 p.m. for 6.00 p.m. 'Beacons of Light' at Essex Hall, Essex Street, London WC2R in Association with the Unitarian Church Inter Faith Committee. Launch of new book by Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke. Chair: Rabbi Jackie Tabick; Speakers: Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke and Marianne Rankin, who is a former chair of the Alister Hardy Society and author of 'An Introduction to Religious and Spiritual Experience', see www.continuumbooks.com
August 6th 1.00 p.m.  Hiroshima Day Observance in association with the Unitarian Church Inter Faith Committee at Kensington Unitarian Church, London W8 4RT.

September 6th 3.00 p.m:  The annual blessing of animals' service at Golders Green Unitarian Church.  Guest preacher: Guest Preacher: Rev. Prof. Andrew Linzety
October 1st 5.30 p.m. for 6.00 p.m.  Celebration of the 140th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi at Essex Hall, Essex Street, London WC2R in Association with the Unitarian Church Inter Faith Committee.  Speakers include Vinod Kapashi, Jay Lakani and Marcus Braybrooke.
 


	Welcome to Melbourne for the 2009 Parliament of World's Religions:

A Personal Impression of the WCF Conference 'Preview of Parliament of World's Religions in Melbourne, Australia 3-9 December 2009' held at, and in association with, The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon. The evening reception on March 19th was held at Australia House, the Strand, London, by kind permission of the High Commissioner, His Excellency, John Douth.  
 
The grand hall of Australia House on the Strand in London welcomed over fifty guests on the 19th of March.  
The event was a preview of the Melbourne 3-9 December 2009 Parliament of the World’s Religions.

 
Twenty of the participants started with three days at the BK Global Retreat Centre near Oxford:
Beautiful grounds and beautiful weather.
We enjoyed good vegetarian food: Good presentations and periods of silence …
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A morning devotional from Rabbi Jackie Tabick
on a Jewish Festival of the Sun which comes only every 28 years,
And comes this year on 8 April …
That afternoon we stood together in silence to watch the red ball
of the sun sink in the west over the river Thames. 

A group picture of participants at the Global Retreat Centre

 
[image: image5.jpg]



At Australia House, we were warmly greeted by Cassandra Cameron, who checked us in after we cleared security.  Steve Davis, head of Immigration, ushered us into the magnificent reception hall to enjoy tea prepared by his staff and lovely finger food prepared by Brahma Kumaris. 

Then came welcomes from the High Commissioner
His Excellency, John Douth, and from the Victoria Agent General, David Buckingham.  After brief talks by Dr. Marcus Braybrooke & Sister Maureen from Brahma Kumaris, we were treated to a video history of the Parliaments and an invitation  given by Zabrina Santiago from the Chicago Office of the Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions.  In thanks, Marcus Braybrooke presented Zabrina a copy of his book, 'Pilgrimage of Hope, One Hundred Years of Global Interfaith Dialogue'.
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Rev Dr Richard Boeke



	Report of the WCF conference 'Healing the Scars of Conflict' on March 7th.

in association with The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon.
'Commitment to Non-Violence needs to be matched by a willingness to challenge injustice.' This was the message of the four courageous speakers at the recent WCF day conference on  'Healing the Scars of Conflict. ' 

Nobel Peace Prize winner Mairead Maguire said that in Northern Ireland the Peace People had to confront those who resorted to arms. Equally now she is actively campaigning for justice for the people of Gaza. Donald Reeves, formerly Vicar of St James', Piccadilly, and now Director of  'Soul of Europe', has had to challenge prejudice and persuaded religious leaders to work for reconciliation. Ibrahim Issa and Ghassan Manasra, representatives of Jerusalem Peacemakers, told of the difficulties facing their work for peace. Yet despite the difficulties all four speakers, thanks to their faith, remained confident that an honest facing of past evil and the willingness to forgive could bring healing and hope even in the most troubled situations. 

The beautiful and tranquil setting of the Abbey at Sutton Courtenay was a striking contrast to the situation in which all the speakers are active. Yet, as they said, without inner peace no one can bring healing and peace to others.

Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke



	Harrow Inter Faith Group

Congratulations to Harrow Inter Faith Group who celebrated their 25th anniversary this year.  The culminating event of their celebrations was held on Sunday March 29th at the Zoroastrian Centre in Rayners Lane.  In the morning there were informative talks by members from the different faith communities present in Harrow.  After lunch, there was a celebration in music, dance, drama and story telling reflecting the richness and diversity of Harrow's multi faith community.

The picture below was a focus at the Zoroastrian Centre, and was a part of their new year celebrations
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	England to have its first ever Inter Faith Week

‘Inter Faith Week’ will run from 15 to 21 November with a launch the preceding week. Its

aims are:

• to strengthen good inter faith relations at all levels;

• to increase awareness of the different and distinct faith communities in the UK, in

particular celebrating and building on the contribution which their members make to

their neighborhoods and to wider society; and

• to increase understanding between people of religious and non-religious belief.

The Week is being facilitated by the Inter Faith Network for the UK and the Department for

Communities and Local Government but will be community-led, with local people and

groups of different backgrounds holding their own events and to highlight work going on to

promote understanding between people of different faiths and beliefs.

   The Inter Faith Network for the UK: Tel: 020 7931 7766; e-mail: ifnet@interfaith.org.uk www.interfaith.org.uk



	St Pancras Station

If you're like me, when I am going to St Pancras Station it is because I am en route to another part of the country by train and hoping to arrive in time to buy a cup of coffee, and sometimes a chocolate muffin if it's been 'one of those days'.  However, something very special is presently happening at the Station; Rev Jonathan Barker, the Anglican chaplain who is also a member of the executive committee of WCF, is working with St Martin's College of Art, to design a quiet room for people of all faiths or none who are visiting the Station.
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On 11 February there was an exhibition by some of the students at St Martin's College who had been asked to create original designs for the new quiet room.  It was apparent from

One of the students with a panel showing part of her design     viewing the designs and having conversations with the students that they had used their artistic understanding and skill, and a good deal of research – the material for one of the floor coverings was made from recycled milk bottles! – to produce some excellent designs.  In the next edition of 'One Family', Jonathan will give an update on the progress of the quiet room



	Step Forward for UN Decade of Dialogue
Hopes for a UN Decade of Dialogue took a big step forward last week with the creation of a Coalition of faith-based, interfaith and value-based organisations, pledged to work together to realise this vision.

The meeting was in response to a UN General Assembly resolution, approved unanimously in November 2008 and sponsored by 78 Member States which requested “the Office for Economic and Social Council Support and Coordination in the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat, which plays the focal point role on inter-religious, inter-cultural and inter-civilizational matters, to coordinate with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in facilitating consideration of the possibility of proclaiming a United Nations decade for inter-religious and inter-cultural dialogue,  understanding and cooperation for peace”: see Resolution A/63/L.24/Rev.2 of 13 November 2008. Paragraph 8  

Over fifty organisations, including representatives from all the great world religions, took part in the meeting to form the coalition, which was held at the Maryknoll Centre at Ossining, near New York. Among those taking part were representatives of the World Council of Churches, the Chief Rabbinate of Israel, the Roman Catholic International Union of Superior Generals of Religious Congregations, Religions for Peace and the World Scout Movement. The meeting ended with a briefing session in the Eco-Chamber at the United Nations. 

The President of the UN General Assembly, H.E Miguel D’Escoto Brockmann, expressed his strong support for the initiative, saying, ‘As we rush to prevent the immediate social devastation that is already seen in the world, we must keep clam and keep our eye on the prize – long-term peace and justice for all citizens of this beleaguered planet. In this lies the strength of your Coalition.’ Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke, representing the World Congress of Faiths and the Three Faiths Forum said, ‘The Decade will be sign of hope. It will help the UN reconnect with ordinary people and challenge faith communities to make their priority the search for peace and justice, the relief of poverty and the preservation of the planet.’
Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke










