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	Faith Meeting Faith: a rich resource for life
The World Congress of Faiths seeks to bridge the almost unbridgeable: to make bonds of friendship based on knowledge and understanding and to celebrate the differences between religions. While accepting the differences of history and belief between faith communities, we affirm and support each of the faith groups represented at our gatherings.  We seek to bring together those who are firm adherents of their own faiths, and who wish to learn from others in a non-judgemental and supportive fashion. In this way, hopefully, we work towards ending the destructive enmity that so tragically dogs the relationships between so many people of faith.



	Future World Congress of Faith events
February 19th 5.30 p.m. for 6.00 p.m.: ' Science and Religion' at Essex Hall, Essex Street, London, WC2R in Association with the Unitarian Church Inter Faith Committee. (The nearest underground stations are Temple and Charing Cross.) Speaker: Jay Lakani, who studied Physics at Imperial College and completed his Masters Degree in Quantum Mechanics under Roger Penrose. 
March 7th  9.30 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. : Healing the Scars of Conflict.  Speakers: Mairead Maguire and Donald Reeves.   Conference at, and in association with, The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 4AF.  For further details see page 2 of this edition of One Family.

March 19th 4.30 p.m. for 5.00 p.m.: 'Preview of Parliament of World's Religions in Melbourne, Australia 3-9 December 2009': at Australia House, the Strand, London.  Speakers include Marcus Braybrooke, Maureen Goodman and guests from the Council for the Parliament for World's Religions.

For security reasons it is necessary to register in advance if you wish to attend the event on March 19th. 

 Further details will be available after February 1st at www.worldfaiths.org.

May 7th WCF annual general meeting and Younghusband lecture: The 2009 Younghusband lecture will be given by Samani Prassanna Pragya and will begin at 6.30 p.m.  Light refreshments will be served from 

6.00 p.m.  For further details see page two of this edition of One Family.

June:  2009 Fideology conference 'The contribution of Wilfred Cantwell Smith'.  See the next edition of One Family for further details, or our website: www.worldfaiths.org

July 9th 5.30 p.m. for 6.00 p.m. 'Beacons of Light' at Essex Hall, Essex Street, London WC2R in Association with the Unitarian Church Inter Faith Committee. Launch of new book by Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke.  Rabbi Jackie Tabick will chair the event.

September:  The annual blessing of animals service.  See the next edition of One Family for further details, or our website: www.worldfaiths.org

October 1st 5.30 p.m. for 6.00 p.m.  Celebration of the 140th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi at Essex Hall, Essex Street, London WC2R in Association with the Unitarian Church Inter Faith Committee.  Speakers include Vinod Kapashi, Jay Lakani and Marcus Braybrooke.


	2009 Younghusband Lecture

on

May 7th at 6. 30 p.m.

at

Gurdwara Sri Guru Singh Sabha, Alice Way, Hanworth Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, TW3 3UA

WCF is delighted to announce that the 2009 Younghusband Lecture will be given by Samain Passanna Pragya and will be titled 'The Relevance of ahimsa (non-violence) in the 21st century'.
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Samain Passanna Pragya has occupied the role of a spiritual nun in the Terapanth Sect of the Jain faith since 1989. She is a highly respected speaker and has contributed to conferences, conventions, workshops and camps on a range of subjects including values development, personality development, yoga and meditation.  She also conducts classes at JVB University, Lednun, India.



	The World Congress of Faiths in association with The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay
 
Healing the Scars of Conflict
on Saturday March 7th, 2009 from 9.30 a.m. to 6.30 p.m.
Speakers: Mairead Maguire and Donald Reeves
Mairead Maguire became active with the peace movement in Northern Ireland after three children of her sister, Anne Maguire, were run over and killed by a car driven by Danny Lennon, a Provisional Irish Republican Army man who was fatally shot by British troops while trying to make a getaway. Mairead and Betty Williams, who had witnessed the event, and soon after the two co-founded Women for Peace, which later became the Community for Peace People. They received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1977. Mairead, who is a Peace Councillor, continues to be active in the work of reconciliation and peace-building in many parts of the world 

Donald Reeves was Vicar of St James', Piccadilly in the 1980s and has in recent years led the 'Soul of Europe', which initiated a ground breaking project in Banja Luka in Western Bosnia - including the rebuilding of the Ferhadija Mosque - which has helped to bring reconciliation and regeneration to the city and has been a model for similar work elsewhere. 

The day will include talks, discussion and workshops, enabling participants to discover what they learn from the speakers can be applied in their own situations and work

Price, including coffee, vegetarian lunch, and tea £50 

Bookings and enquiries should be made to the Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 4AF
admin@theabbey.uk.com; www.theabbey.uk.com, 01235 847401. 

Those who wish may like to spend Friday and/or Saturday night at the Abbey and enjoy the peace and beauty of the Abbey and its gardens. The price for supper, bed and breakfast is £40.
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Imam Sajid, who is a Vice President of the World Congress of Faiths, presented a paper on 'Islam and the Sacredness of Peace' at the Third World Congress for Imams and Rabbis for Peace that took place at UNESCO-Paris on the 15, 16 and 17 of December 2008.  

Imam Sajid also presented a paper on 'Jewish - Muslim Dialogue' for the Muslim Council for Religious and Racial Harmony

If you would like a copy of either of the papers, please contact Imam Sajid: e-mail:imamsajid@gmail.com
 

	Award for Sir Sigmund Sternberg

Sir Sigmund Sternberg, a co-founder of the Three Faiths Forum, which  promotes understanding between Christians, Jews and Muslims, has been presented with a Responsible Capitalism Lifetime Achievement Award.  "I am very conscious of the immense honour you do me with the Lifetime Achievement Award which is based on the belief that responsible capitalism has a moral as well as an economic quality," Sternberg said after the 19 November 2008 presentation of the award by British Foreign Secretary, David Miliband

The Awards for Responsible Capitalism were initiated by First, which describes itself as a publication for the world's leadership community. They are intended to honour business leaders who have excelled by achieving both commercial success and demonstrating social responsibility.
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Sternberg was cited for exemplifying "the qualities of social responsibility and dedicated service, working tirelessly to establish inter-faith and inter-communal co-operation through both the Sternberg Foundation and the Three Faiths Forum".

The Three Faiths Forum was founded in 1997 by Sir Sigmund Sternberg, together with the Rev. Marcus Braybrooke, President of WCF, and Sheikh Zaki Badawi. Its objective is to build lasting relationships between people of different faiths and beliefs.

 [With acknowledgements to ENI. Ecumenical News International is jointly sponsored by the World Council of Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and the Conference of European Churches.]




	An Indian experience:

In December I had the opportunity to spend eighteen very hectic days in South India.  On December 6th I landed into Hyderabad, staying at the Henry Martyn Institute.  I was there to attend the retirement function of its Director, Dr Andreas D'Souza, who had worked at HMI for over 35 years.  

Dr D'Souza had pioneered an ethos that combines both theological teaching and inter faith engagement or praxis, as it is also known.  An example of their work was a house in the city centre and that is located strategically on the road that separates the Muslim community and the Hindu community and during times of tension it has been a place of refuge for any member of the city.  The Centre has has a school consisting of three classes for primary age children.  The parents pay a small fee, that ranges from Rs10 to Rs25 a month; there are presently Rs70 to the £.  They also hold and sewing and stitching classes for women during the day and IT classes in the evening for men.
After I left Hyderabad I went to Bangalore.  The Sikh community has about eight thousand members. The gurdwara, in keeping with the concept of seva, provides a school for 4-16 years olds.  It is a provision for poorer families for whom state school fees are not affordable.  The school employs fully qualified teachers and who teach the government curriculum.  The gurdwara also runs a health clinic.  One of the needs in Bangalore is for fresh water, and the gurdwara pays for a tanker of clean water daily to be sent to the slums in the city.  In accordance with the usual Sikh practice, the gurdwara also provides langar or a meal freely available to anyone.  A friend who accompanied me commented that the Sikh community feeds, educates, provides clean water and cares for the health of members of the Bangalore community, especially the most vulnerable. 

Joy Barrow


	Oberammergau 2010  

with Mary and Marcus Braybrooke

June 2010 seems a long time off – but not if you want to attend the Passion Play at Oberammergau. Because of the international demand for tickets, it is necessary to book now. 

Mary and I are leading a group – through World Wide Christian Travel. Please let us know if you would like a brochure. Besides attending the Passion Play, we shall have a few days in the beautiful Rhine Valley. 

In 1633 Bavaria was swept by a plague. The elders of Oberammergau, where 80 people had died, vowed that, if the plague was lifted, they would perform a Passion play every ten years and they have kept that vow. 

The Passion Play at Oberammergau is an unforgettable experience. My memory of it is still vivid, although it is over forty years since I was there. You become a participant in the events which are at the centre of every Christian’s faith and discipleship. The peaceful days in the Rhine Valley will allow us to be physically refreshed and spiritually prepared to be ‘there when they crucified my Lord.’ 

Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke is an Honorary Priest in the Dorchester-on-Thames Team Ministry and President of the World Congress of Faiths and author of over forty books. Mary is a Social Worker.

Enquiries to 17 Courtiers Green, Clifton Hampden, Abingdon, OX14 3EN

01865 407566  MarcusBray@aol.com 
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