
	[image: image5.jpg]



	One Family

The Newsletter of the World Congress of Faiths
October 2008
We   website: http://www.worldfaiths.org                                                        Charity Number:244096


	[image: image2.png]




	Faith Meeting Faith: a rich resource for life

The World Congress of Faiths seeks to bridge the almost unbridgeable: to make bonds of friendship based on knowledge and understanding and to celebrate the differences between religions. While accepting the differences of history and belief between faith communities, we affirm and support each of the faith groups represented at our gatherings.  We seek to bring together those who are firm adherents of their own faiths, and who wish to learn from others in a non-judgemental and supportive fashion. In this way, hopefully, we work towards ending the destructive enmity that so tragically dogs the relationships between so many people of faith.


	WCF presents:

A Moral Maze: Talk is Free.  Is it?

on 20 November 2008 

at St Ethelburga Centre,

78 Bishopsgate LONDON EC2N 4AG
from 6.30 p.m. to 8.00 p.m.

Come and enjoy an evening of stimulating debate on 

an issue of significance today

with panel members from different faiths

and experts from different professions

The Panel includes members of the Sikh, Christian and Muslim faith.

Experts who have agreed to ask questions include PC Richard Hall from the Safer Neighbour Team and Simon Cohen.  We also expect from the media and the legal profession, among others, to be asking questions.

You, the audience will make the final decision.


	

	The World Congress of Faiths in association with The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay
 
Healing the Scars of Conflict
on Saturday March 7th, 2009 from 9.30 a.m. to 6.30 p.m.
Speakers: Mairead Maguire and Donald Reeves
Mairead Maguire became active with the peace movement in Northern Ireland after three children of her sister, Anne Maguire, were run over and killed by a car driven by Danny Lennon, a Provisional Irish Republican Army man who was fatally shot by British troops while trying to make a getaway. Mairead and Betty Williams, who had witnessed the event, and soon after the two co-founded Women for Peace, which later became the Community for Peace People.They received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1977. Mairead, who is a Peace Councillor, continues to be active in the work of reconciliation and peace-building in many parts of the world 

Donald Reeves was Vicar of St James', Piccadilly in the 1980s and has in recent years led the 'Soul of Europe', which initiated a ground breaking project in Banja Luka in Western Bosnia - including the rebuilding of the Ferhadija Mosque - which has helped to bring reconciliation and regeneration to the city and has been a model for similar work elsewhere. 

The day will include talks, discussion and workshops, enabling participants to discover what they learn from the speakers can be applied in their own situations and work

Price, including coffee, vegetarian lunch, and tea £50 

Bookings and enquiries should be made to the Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 4AF
admin@theabbey.uk.com; www.theabbey.uk.com, 01235 847401. 

Those who wish may like to spend Friday and/or Saturday night at the Abbey and enjoy the peace and beauty of the Abbey and its gardens. The price for supper, bed and breakfast is £40.
 

	World Fellowship of Interreligious Councils in Cochin.
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Charanjit Ajit Singh and Marcus Braybrooke 

with Hon Justice Sri Cyriac Joseph of the                      The lighting of the candles by Hon Justice Sri 

Supreme Court of India.                                                  Cyriac Joseph.

	Coach outing with a difference
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South London Inter Faith Group piloted a new activity on 7 June with a coach outing to Canterbury A coach outing may not sound like anything new, but this was different in that the outing was planned and executed with wonderful assistance from the local inter faith organisation, Canterbury and District Inter Faith Action (CANDIFA). It all began with an e-mail to the Chair of CANDIFA, Revd Mike Walling, using the contact details in the Directory published by the Inter Faith Network for the UK.

Our CANDIFA hosts were magnificent. We were met at the coach drop off point and guided to St Paul's Parish Centre where we shared our packed lunches and were briefed on places to see. During the lunch period opportunity was taken for brief exchanges about the programmes and plans of the two organisations.

After visiting various places of interest in small groups, most of the party moved into the Cathedral precincts at around 2pm before attending Evensong at 3.15pm. More good work by another friend in Canterbury resulted in the Dean welcoming us at the beginning of the service, and he later included inter faith relations in the intercessions, using an appropriate Jewish prayer.

The weather forestalled our hosts' plan for a cream tea in the Greyfriars Franciscan Gardens, but the home-made scones and Devon cream were just as welcome back at St Paul's. Soon afterwards we were happily on our way home, content to have made some new friends of faith.

Alan Gadd 


	Local inter faith groups share ideas

Twenty five local inter faith organisations across South London have received invitations to send representatives to a meeting convened by South London Inter Faith Group in October. The first such meeting was hosted by the Caribbean Hindu Society, in Brixton Hill, last year, with 18 organisations represented. Highlights of the activities of each organisation were presented and the exchange of ideas and contacts produced a buzz of interest and a general agreement that there should be another meeting a year on.

The 2008 meeting has been fixed for Sunday 19 October at 3pm and the Manor Lane Samye Dzong has kindly offered to be the host community this time. The Director of the Inter Faith Network for the UK, Dr Harriet Crabtree, will give a perspective on the evolving character of inter faith activity. This will help us as we feel our way towards enhanced collaboration across South London. The meeting will be open to all who have an interest, so if you would like to be kept informed please contact secretary@southlondoninterfaith.org.uk.


	Oberammergau 2010  

with Mary and Marcus Braybrooke

June 2010 seems a long time off – but not if you want to attend the Passion Play at Oberammergau. Because of the international demand for tickets, it is necessary to book now. 

Mary and I are leading a group – through World Wide Christian Travel. Please let us know if you would like a brochure. Besides attending the Passion Play, we shall have a few days in the beautiful Rhine Valley. 

In 1633 Bavaria was swept by a plague. The elders of Oberammergau, where 80 people had died, vowed that, if the plague was lifted, they would perform a Passion play every ten years and they have kept that vow. 

The Passion Play at Oberammergau is an unforgettable experience. My memory of it is still vivid, although it is over forty years since I was there. You become a participant in the events which are at the centre of every Christian’s faith and discipleship. The peaceful days in the Rhine Valley will allow us to be physically refreshed and spiritually prepared to be ‘there when they crucified my Lord.’ 

Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke is an Honorary Priest in the Dorchester-on-Thames Team Ministry and President of the World Congress of Faiths and author of over forty books. Mary is a Social Worker.

Enquiries to 17 Courtiers Green, Clifton Hampden, Abingdon, OX14 3EN

01865 407566  MarcusBray@aol.com


	Other Inter Faith events:

Christians Aware:

October 20: Awareness Day: Presentation by Dr Beate Dehnen in Leicester

November 12: Burma evening: Htein Lin and Vicki Bowman, 6.30 p.m. 38 Tooting Bec Gardens, Streatham, London SW16 1QZ

January 16-18, 2009: Sharing Ways and Wisdoms: Annual Conference at London Colney

Christian Muslim Forum:

November 7-8: Living Faithful Family Lives: Wychwood Park Hotel, Weston, Crewe.  Keynote Speakers: Humera Khan and Leslie Hillier.  

Further details: telephone 0207 735 2134; e-mail sally@christianmuslimforum.org.

St Philip's Centre, Leicester:

October 14: Church and Mosque, who needs us?  Presenters: Dr Musharraf Hussain and Ven Paul Hackwood.

November 6, 13, 20: Presence and Engagement in a Multi Faith World: A three day training course

Convenor: Canon Dr Andrew Wingate.

November 8: Jesus and the Christian Gospel for All?  Led by Canon Dr Andrew Wingate and Revd David Newman

Further details: St Philip's Centre, 2a Stoughton Drive North, Leicester, LE5 5UB; telephone 0116 273 3459; website: www.stphilipscentre.co.uk



	An Appreciation of Ann Noonan      1946-2008

‘Love is a fire that penetrates hearts and makes them perfectly one…….Then within yourself, you will no longer find yourself, or your brother or sister; you will find Love, which is God living within you.”  (Chiara Lubich –founder of the Focolare Movement)

I first came to know Ann when she became Secretary to the Committee for Other Faiths of the Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales at the beginning of 2000. I was then Secretary for Inter Faith Relations within the Methodist Church of Britain. Over the next seven years, we worked together in many ways and, gradually, I came to appreciate the very special person that Ann was. 

Ann came to the Bishops’ Conference after a career in education - teaching religious studies. She brought in-depth knowledge of world faiths and also a passion that people of different faiths should come to know and love one another.

Ann was a woman of strong Christian faith, kindness, optimism and vision. Her vision was rooted in the values of the Focolare Movement to which she belonged – love of God, love between people, and unity. Although she was well aware of the tensions that could arise in inter faith relations, never did she stress what divided people of different faiths. What could unite them – the Golden Rule for instance - was her interest. At meetings of the Churches’ Commission for Inter Faith Relations, she pressed us to work on a theology that would embody this. ‘If only the churches could speak with a common voice on inter faith relations, what a wonderful witness that would be!’ she would say, her face shining. And it was the local level she was thinking of - Christians working together with people of other faiths, in love and mutual respect, convinced that they were doing the will of God. It hurt her, I know, that not everyone was as optimistic as she. 

In the last years of her life, she worked with the Catholic Bishops on a document outlining the Catholic approach to inter faith dialogue. It was a long process but publication is now imminent. Ann’s name will not be on it but her vision has guided it. As Greg Watts wrote for the Independent Catholic News, ‘This document will indeed be a fitting legacy for Ann’. 

Archbishop Kevin McDonald of the Archdiocese of Southwark rightly said this at her funeral on 1st October:

She really did believe that working and trusting in God’s action could bring about a new situation, a new kind of culture, a new world. She had faith in the future, faith that resided in a heart that was honest and without cynicism.

Ann had the gifts of listening, of trusting others and of doing all she could to help others reach their potential. The last time I saw her was in August 2007. She was battling with the illness that would take her life yet she was full of concern for me and my imminent move to Liverpool, apologising for not being her usual lively self. That was so like her – to seek to be welcoming, caring, open, energetic, even though in pain herself.  She also spoke of her suffering as a kind of blessing. 

Ann will be sorely missed but I hope that her vision will live on in the work of all those who seek to build understanding, respect and – yes – love between people of different faiths.

Elizabeth J Harris

Liverpool Hope University
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