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	Faith Meeting Faith: a rich resource for life

The World Congress of Faiths seeks to bridge the almost unbridgeable: to make bonds of friendship based on knowledge and understanding and to celebrate the differences between religions. While accepting the differences of history and belief between faith communities, we affirm and support each of the faith groups represented at our gatherings.  We seek to bring together those who are firm adherents of their own faiths, and who wish to learn from others in a non-judgemental and supportive fashion. In this way, hopefully, we work towards ending the destructive enmity that so tragically dogs the relationships between so many people of faith.


	Dates for your Diary: Future WCF events

Join us in a visit to:

The Ramayana: Love and Valour in India's Great Epic at the British Library, Euston

August 31st at 3pm
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Discover the epic story of the Ramayana, and follow Prince Rama's quest to rescue his beloved wife Sita with the help of an army of monkeys. 
Over 100 gorgeous 17th-century Indian manuscript paintings are on display in this major exhibition. The brightly-coloured scenes are packed with incident: battle scenes with 10-headed Ravana, the monkey kingdom of Kishkindha, white elephants and exotic flora, and finally the moment when Rama and Sita are reunited. 

We are extremely lucky that Seeta Lakhani, one of the young people who helped mount the exhibition, is available to show us round. 

We can take only 20 people, so please register for the visit as soon as possible. Either email jackie.tabick@gmail.com or phone the office 01932 855 400 and leave a message.  

We will meet in the foyer of the Library at 2.50, please be on time!


	Future World Congress of Faiths events:
September 14: WCF Fifth Interfaith Service in Celebration of Animals at 3.00 p.m., Golders Green Unitarian Church.  Speaker: Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke

November 20: WCF Moral Maze: ‘Talk is Free.  Is it?’ at 7.00 p.m., London Interfaith Centre, 125 Salusbury Road, London NW6 6RG


	Introducing Executive Committee Member: Pejman Khojasteh
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I was born in Iran to a 12 Imam Shiite Muslim parents and observed the transition of the Islamic religion from being regarded as a personal choice during the Shah (King) of Iran to it being used to govern social rules and regulations, economics and politics during the Islamic Republic.

In terms of interfaith interaction I had friends who were Zoroastrians and Armenian Christians.

 

In the UK I attended second year in high school. 

 

Initially with regard to spiritual interaction with others I followed the Koran (other Muslims, people of the book, polytheists, practitioners of post-Islam religions, nonreligious believers, and atheists), and with regard to social interaction with others followed Avesta - Zoroastrian holy texts (those that exercises good thoughts, good words and good deeds). 
 

I got a solid grounding in Islam through study and application in every aspect of life. Unsurprisingly Islam claims to be the elite religion however such views amongst its denominations and sub-denominations are divisive. I expressed how these views can be circumvented in Islam and in 1988 received a religious decree (Fatwa) from Council of Theologians in agreement with these comments. 

 

Because of my perspective of a global community and a desire to address global problems in the most effective way, I decided that when it comes to good causes I would work with people from diverse backgrounds. As the result I joined the Unitarian Universalist movement due to their principles and the fact they are inclusive of theists, agnostics and atheists. 

 

Having observed the school of thought described by the terms "to each their own” and “everybody needs something to believe in” developed this into a belief structure and methodology. The feedback that I have received indicates that the mentioned is helpful for those who are uncertain (inherited a religion or brought up without a religion and with a inquisitive mind looking for resolve and solution.)  

 

I have joined WCF because it is based on individual members and not representatives of various faiths that provide the opportunity for me to make greater contribution, and the calibre of the executive committee members and that of the Journal. 


	Green Faith at Worth Abbey on June 29th
On the 2nd of July, a front page story in The Guardian proclaims “Voters think taking action against climate change matters more than tackling the global economic turndown.”  When British voters were asked which should be the government’s priority, 52% said the environment, 44% said the economy. 

Three days earlier on the 29th of June, over 100 gathered on a Sunday afternoon for GREEN FAITH at Worth Abbey, a beautiful Benedictine Monastery, which was the setting for THE MONASTERY, a recent BBC Television programme. 

Abbot Christopher Jamison’s talk on FINDING HAPPINESS opened the programme.   He told us that as fewer people in England are going to church, more souls are coming to retreats and monasteries.   His new book on happiness will be published in October.  It may join several best sellers on happiness such as THE HAPPINESS HYPOTHESIS.  

Abbot Christopher started by taking us back to the seven deadly sins, and a 2004 BBC Survey in which respondents rejected most of the old sins like Anger and Sloth (what’s wrong with some sloth now and then?).  The top sin from the survey was CRUELTY, an action. To Abbot Christopher, Seven Deadly Sins are not about actions, but inner states of being: “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.”    Deadly sins are states of mind that lead to actions.

 “My inner world affects my outer world.   My anger affects others even if I do nothing wrong.”   There is a difference between self-absorption and self-awareness.  Self-awareness involves how I interact with the world around me.  Our lives are so busy; we have no time to centre our soul.   “We want music with soul, but we are too busy to be self-aware.”

 ACIDEA is an ancient word for losing enthusiasm for the spiritual life.  In medicine, physical hygiene was not practiced until germs were discovered.   We have a similar practice for spiritual hygiene, SPIRITUAL EXERCISES.   “Each of us needs to find a sacred time and space for spiritual exercises.   We need to get inside our soul to change.”  Abbot Christopher closed by emphasizing the sin of GREED. 

“Greed is a striking feature of many self-help books.”

“The story we tell ourselves is the source of greed.”

“Greed on all sides has led to our current crisis.” 

Jean Leston of the World Wildlife Federation and Christian Ecology Link followed Abbot Christopher. She presented visual projections of climate change and its effects.  They were so compelling, I hardly made any notes.  

Then in good British fashion, we had a tea break with a feast of cakes brought by each of the four sponsoring Sussex interfaith groups: Brighton/Hove, Crawley, Horsham and Worthing.  We talked and visited the displays of eight ecological groups ranging from the London Islamic Network for the Environment, The Quiet Garden Movement, and GreenSpirit to CAFOD (the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development). 

After a second piece of cake, we entered the theatre.  Ian Lawton, chairman for the day, introduced Muzammel Hussain  (London Islamic Network for the Environment).  Hussain told us the crisis is ecological, economic, and spiritual. The current economic pressure to pay off debt is fuelling the ecological crisis.  Our spirituality is immature in relation to our intellect.  “We need a spirituality that serves the essence, rather than rituals which serve the ego.  … We need wholeness and a whole planet.” 
 Joyce Edmond Smith, a Buddhist, continued the theme of the interdependence of life:  “The core doctrine of Buddhist teaching is Interdependence, Co-Arising.”  She illustrated this with the story of the jewelled net of Indra, in which each jewel in the net reflects all the others:  “Our sense of separateness is a delusion.” Like Abbot Christopher, she pointed to the dangers of GREED, HATRED AND DELUSION.   We are called to be Bodhisattvas, those who vow to work with compassion until all the earth is healed.

Joyce Smith warned this time all life on earth is threatened.  It may be too late to stop the destruction of the Industrial Growth Society.  But we can link arms and help each other.  And we must go to the corridors of power where decisions are made.

In a closing panel, the four speakers agreed:

1) while the word, “mindfulness” comes from the Buddhist tradition, the practice is at the heart of all spirituality.

2) all great religious traditions are about hope.

3) “stop rubbishing politicians.”  They are part of our hope.

4) Reconnect people with nature as well as with community.

An hour was given for Catholic Vespers, Moslem Prayer, and a walk to the beautiful silent garden below the Abbey.    We returned for a vegetarian feast brought by the participants.

Fine speakers, starting with Abbot Christopher Jamison, whose new book ‘Happiness’ will be published in October although it is already listed on www.Amazon.co.uk

                                    

	The Boundaries of the Spiritual, the Religious and the Secular: a joint Alister Hardy Society/Word Congress of Faiths event on June 7th

Speakers included Mary and Marcus Braybrooke, pictured here with Edward Bailey (extreme left) and Marianne Rankin (next to Marcus) from the Alister Hardy Society.  You can read copies of the talks of both Mary and Marcus on the WCF website: www.worldfaiths.org
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	2009 Parliament of the World's Religions
Melbourne, Australia
3-9 December 2009.
Making a World of Difference
Hearing Each Other
Healing the Earth
 

Details from
www.parliamentofreligions.org/
 

WCF hopes to arrange a Pre-Parliament event in March 2009


	WFIRC ASSEMBLY-2008: An invitation from Fr Albert
Theme: Spirituality and Environment
From Saturday October 4 to Tuesday 7 October, 2008. 

at the Renewal Centre, Azad Road, Koach-682017, Kerala, India.

For further details, contact Fr Albert at the Renewal Centre in Kerala.

Anyway

People are unreasonable, illogical and self centred,

Love them anyway

If you do good people will accuse you of selfish ulterior motives

Do good anyway

If you are successful you win false friends and true enemies

Succeed anyway

The good you so will be forgotten tomorrow

Do good anyway

Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable

Be honest and frank anyway

What you spend years building may be destroyed overnight

Build anyway

People really need help but may attack you if you help them

Help people anyway

Give the world the best you have and you’ll get kicked in the teeth

Give the world the best you’ve got anyway.

This poem was from a sign on the wall of Shishu Bhavan, a children’s home in Calcutta.

It was quoted by Mary Braybrooke in her talk on ‘Personal Experience’ during the AHS/WCF Conference ‘The Spiritual, the Religious and the Secular.



	Other Interfaith Events:

University of Winchester

September 9-11: Interfaith Encounter in Modernity and Post-Modernity.  Speakers include Khaleel Muhammad, Alwi Shihab, Riffat Hassan, Racelle, Weiman, Reuven Firstone, Maurice-Ruben Hayoun, Ursula King, Perry Schmidt-Leukel.

Further details: Dr Paul Hedges: email: Paul.Hedges@winchester.ac.uk%20 or telephone:01962 827451

Global Retreat House, London

July 7: Raja Yoga Meditation: Introduction.  From 10.00 –11.30 or 19.00 –20.30.  A three-week course of two sessions a week on Monday and Wednesday.

July 12 and 19: Overcoming Anger.  From 14.00 to 17.30

July 19: The Cool Sounds of Summer: a concert featuring Niki Gregory and Sakaash. From 19.30 to 21.00

July 27: Living in Style: a special event for those aged 20-35 years old.

The Abbey, Sutton Courtney:

July 11-13: What it is to be human.  Speaker: Brother Martin Sahajananda

August 15-17: Zen for Everyday Life.  Speaker: Pete Lowry, Senior Fellow of the Western Chan Fellowship

Further details : email: admin@theabbey.uk.com telephone: 01235 847401




