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	Faith Meeting Faith: a rich resource for life

The World Congress of Faiths seeks to bridge the almost unbridgeable: to make bonds of friendship based on knowledge and understanding and to celebrate the differences between religions. While accepting the differences of history and belief between faith communities, we affirm and support each of the faith groups represented at our gatherings.  We seek to bring together those who are firm adherents of their own faiths, and who wish to learn from others in a non-judgemental and supportive fashion. In this way, hopefully, we work towards ending the destructive enmity that so tragically dogs the relationships between so many people of faith.


	Dates for your Diary: Future WCF events

May 7:  WCF Annual General Meeting and Younghusband Lecture at the Sternberg Centre, 80 East End Road, London N3 8SY

5.00 p.m. Annual General Meeting

6.00 p.m. Refreshments

6.30 p.m.  ‘Faiths in Dialogue’, the 2008 Younghusband Lecture

This is a unique opportunity to hear in dialogue Revd Dr Marcus Braybrooke and Rabbi Dr Tony Bayfield, both of whom have been awarded honorary Lambeth Doctor of Divinity degrees for their work in inter faith relations.

May 25: ‘The Wonder of God’s creation’, in association with A Rocha UK.  This is an opportunity to appreciate the beauty of creation at the Minet Country Park and wild life reserve on the border of Southall and Hayes, West London.  As we gently stroll around the Country Park we will pause and reflect on passages from the sacred scriptures of different faiths that speak of the wonder of creation and our responsibility to care for the environment.  

For further details contact joybarrow@aol.com 

June 7: The Boundaries of the Secular, the Religious and the Spiritual, in association with the Alister Hardy Society, from 10.30 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. at the Friends Meeting House, 43 St Giles, Oxford. Cost is £15 for AHS and WCF members, £20 for non-members.  

Further details from Marianne Rankin: 01684 772417; e-mail: marianne@johnrankin.demon.co.uk
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Imam Dr Abduljalil Sajid

Imam Dr Abduljalil Sajid, International Secretary of the World Congress of Faiths, was yesterday presented with the Ibn Khalidun award for excellence in promoting understanding between global cultures and faiths at the annual Muslim News Awards for Excellence Ceremony.  

Imam Sajid has worked for over 35 years towards the cause of Peace, Harmony and Justice in the UK, Europe and abroad.  Through his publications, speeches and volunteer work, he has helped to advance the better understanding of Islam and Muslims to community organizations, faith groups and statutory agencies. 

He has been active in promoting dialogue and cooperation between communities and different faith traditions.



	
Visit the World Congress of Faiths website: www.worldfaiths.org
and practise your blogging.

There is now a blog site on the WCF website waiting for you to make your own contribution




	Inter Faith News:

· Many of you will already be aware of the significant document: ‘A Common Word’ that has been sent to religious leaders throughout the world. ‘In A Common Word Between Us and You, 138 Muslim scholars, clerics and intellectuals have unanimously come together for the first time since the days of the Prophet r to declare the common ground between Christianity and Islam. Like the Open Letter, the signatories to this message come from every denomination and school of thought in Islam. Every major Islamic country or region in the world is represented in this message, which is addressed to the leaders of all the world’s churches, and indeed to all Christians everywhere. 
The final form of the letter was presented at a conference in September 2007 held under the theme of “Love in the Quran,” by the Royal Academy of The Royal Aal al-Bayt Institute for Islamic Thought in Jordan, under the Patronage of H.M. King Abdullah II. Indeed, the most fundamental common ground between Islam and Christianity, and the best basis for future dialogue and understanding, is the love of God and the love of the neighbor’.  From www.acommonword.com which is the official website of A Common Word.

Inter Faith News (continued)

· Subsequent to the publication of ‘A Common Word’, an Open Letter: ‘A Call to Peace, dialogue and understanding between Muslims and Jews’ was published.    In its own words, it is intended as a gesture of goodwill towards rabbinic leaders and the wider Jewish communities of the world. Our aim is to build upon existing relations in order to improve mutual understanding in places where required to further the positive work in building bridges between Muslims and Jews. In the face of the negative and destructive tensions in the Middle East, this letter is a call to positive and constructive action that aims to improve Muslim—Jewish relations. 

Many Jews and Muslims today stand apart from each other due to feelings of anger, which in some parts of the world, translate into violence. It is our contention that we are faced today not with ‘a clash of civilizations’ but with ‘a clash of ill-informed misunderstandings’. Deep-seated stereotypes and prejudices have resulted in a distancing of the communities and even a dehumanizing of the ‘Other’. We urgently need to address this situation. We must strive towards turning ignorance into knowledge’

· The Department of Communities and Local Government published a consultation document on interfaith entitled: “Face-to-Face and Side-by-Side”: A framework for inter faith dialogue and social action.  Central government intend to publish a strategy for inter faith dialogue and social action in Spring 2008.  The website for the Department of Communities and Local Government is:

www.communities.gov.uk. 



	

	WFIRC ASSEMBLY-2008: An invitation from Fr Albert



May I hope that you are keeping fine, in the path of dialogue as fellow-pilgrims.  We are planning our next Assembly, in October 2008, from the 4th morning to the 7th noon, Saturday-through Tuesday. 

Theme: Spirituality and Environment

1.Venue: Renewal Centre, Azad Road, Koach-682017, Kerala, India.
2.Dates: October 4 to 7, Saturday through Tuesday, 2008.

3. Accommodation: Accommodation is being arranged for all the participants, who need accommodation by WFIRC in nearby spots, in host-families (on request) and in restaurants for those who make requests for special accommodation.

4. Registration: All our fellow-pilgrims who would like to take part in this meet- celebration of interfaith family members are requested to register their names with address, telephone numbers. and e-mail, at the earliest.  An early registration will help us to plan the details, especially the panellists for the input sessions, from among the registered participants.

5.Registration Fee: All our participants will, please, pay Rupees Five Hundred (Rs.500) in advance or at the venue, to meet the expenses, in part , of boarding and lodging.

WCF in association with The Alister Hardy Society

‘The Boundaries of the Secular, the Religious, and the Spiritual’
on Saturday 7th June 2008
at Friends Meeting House, St Giles, Oxford

10.30 am        WCF and AHS Joint London & Oxford/Cotswold Group Study Day
11.00 am        ‘Implicit Religion’ – what might that be?: talk by the Revd. Canon Prof. Edward Bailey
12.00 pm         Crossing the Boundaries: an Interfaith Perspective: talk by the Revd. Dr. Marcus Braybrooke
1.00 pm           Please bring your own lunch; tea/coffee provided
2.00 pm           The Personal Perspective: talk by Mary Braybrooke
3.00 pm           Discussion
Venue:           Friends’ Meeting House, 43 St. Giles, Oxford

Cost of day: AHS & WCF Members £15.00 Non-members: £20.00 Concessions £10.00
Further Details: Marianne Rankin: 01684 772417. marianne@johnrankin.demon.co.uk
 




	Other Inter Faith events:

Heythrop College, Kensington, London W8 5HQ

May 10: ‘Living with Diversity: faith in a pluralist society’.  From 11.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.  Keynote speaker:  Indarjit Singh OBE.

Enquiries and advance  bookings from lanef@heythrop.ac.uk.

Horsham Interfaith Forum 2008

April 26: Annual general Meeting and talk: ‘What is Sikhism’.  Speaker: J.S. Jhans.  From 1.00 p.m. at the United Reform Church, Horsham.

May 24: A talk by the new Vicar of Horsham, Rev Guy Bridgewater, from 1.00 p.m. at The Manor Room, Causeway, St Mary’s Church, Horsham

June 29:  2:30 p.m. to 8.00p.m
Interfaith family day at Worth Abbey led by Abbot Christopher Jamison.

Music, small groups, meditative walk, and speakers.  Please bring your own supper.



