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	Faith Meeting Faith: a rich resource for life

The World Congress of Faiths seeks to bridge the almost unbridgeable: to make bonds of friendship based on knowledge and understanding and to celebrate the differences between religions. While accepting the differences of history and belief between faith communities, we affirm and support each of the faith groups represented at our gatherings.  We seek to bring together those who are firm adherents of their own faiths, and who wish to learn from others in a non-judgemental and supportive fashion. In this way, hopefully, we work towards ending the destructive enmity that so tragically dogs the relationships between so many people of faith.


	Dates for your Diary: Future WCF events

March 5: ‘Living my faith in a World Community at Worth Abbey from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.  

For further details see page 3

May 7:  WCF Annual General Meeting and Younghusband Lecture at the Sternberg Centre, 80 East End Road, London N3 8SY

5.00 p.m. Annual General Meeting

6.00 p.m. Refreshments

6.30 p.m.  ‘Faiths in Dialogue’, the 2008 Younghusband Lecture

This is a unique opportunity to hear in dialogue Revd Dr Marcus Braybrooke and Rabbi Dr Tony Bayfield, both of whom have been awarded honorary Lambeth Doctor of Divinity degrees for their work in inter faith relations.

May 25: ‘The Wonder of God’s creation’, in association with A Rocha UK.  This is an opportunity to appreciate the beauty of creation at the Minet Country Park and wild life reserve on the border of Southall and Hayes, West London.  As we gently stroll around the Country Park we will pause and reflect on passages from the sacred scriptures of different faiths that speak of the wonder of creation and our responsibility to care for the environment.  

For further details contact joybarrow@aol.com 

June 6: The Boundaries of the Secular, the Religious and the Spiritual, in association with the Alister Hardy Society, from 10.30 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. at the Friends Meeting House, 43 St Giles, Oxford. Cost is £15 for AHS and WCF members, £20 for non-members.  

Further details from Marianne Rankin: 01684 772417; e-mail: marrianne@johnrankin.demon.co.uk



	Tom Gulliver: a Tribute
Tom Gulliver, who passed away suddenly on December 1st, was a devoted member of the World Congress of Faiths. We express our sympathy to Rhoda in her bereavement. He was a kindly, patient man with a gift for friendship, who will be much missed by all who knew him 

Tom Gulliver was a member of the Friends, who worked for several years for TocH. He served on the Executive for many years and in 1987 on the retirement of the WCF General Secretary Patricia Morrison, Tom agreed, as a volunteer, to take on the running of WCF.  This involved his travelling up from New Milton in Hampshire, although he often stayed over night in London. 

He had a particular interest in the relationship between the Christian and Buddhist traditions and in the mid 1980s he launched, and facilitated for around 15 years, a ‘by invitation’ Buddhist-Christian dialogue group which was valued greatly by all those who attended its meetings.  

Tom gave great attention to the future organization of WCF – at a time when the Inter Faith Network of the UK was being established. The WCF Trustees Association was wound up; the constitution was revised and preparations made for 'a change of gear'. Pauline Astor whose report suggested that WCF should appoint a paid director assisted Tom for a time. Tom prepared for this by setting up a number of sub-groups, so as to involve more people in the work of WCF and increasing its activity. In the autumn of 1990, when a part-time director and a part-time secretary were appointed, Tom was able to hand over the task of administration and organization, although he continued to be enthusiastic in his support for WCF. 

His most imaginative initiative was a Pilgrimage to Iona, which  involved links with many local interfaith groups and stressed both fellowship and the shared spiritual search.

The journey began at the Coronarium at St Katherine's Dock, near Tower Hill, London, [where the pilgrims were seen off by the actress Hayley Mills and by Professor Keith Ward, Chair of WCF. The first night was spent in Derby. The next day, a second send-off was arranged at Derby Cathedral. ]The pilgrimage was full of surprises. In Huddersfield the pilgrims were invited to share in the celebration of a wedding at a Sikh Gurdwara. In Bradford, they were invited to a mosque for evening prayer, followed by a  delicious meal. [On its way to Iona, the group stayed at the Kagyu Samye Ling Tibetan Buddhist Centre at Eskdalemuir, in Glasgow and at the Scottish Churches House at Dunblane.]

Tom, who this year was belatedly elected a Vice-President of WCF, said of the pilgrimage 'the most important lesson is that we found in so many people a longing to meet each other, a hunger no longer to feel divided by race or culture or religion.' Tom helped to ensure that WCF has survived to continue to meet that hunger. 

Marcus Braybrooke



	Don’t forget the WCF Younghusband lecture: ‘Faiths in Dialogue’
May 7 2008 at 6.30 p.m. at the Sternberg Centre, 80 East End Road, London N3 8SY

This is a unique opportunity to hear in dialogue Revd Dr Marcus Braybrooke and Rabbi Dr Tony Bayfield, both of whom have been awarded honorary Lambeth Doctor of Divinity degrees for their work in inter faith relations



	World Congress of Faiths and All Sussex Interfaith Groups
LIVING MY FAITH IN A WORLD COMMUNITY
on 5 March 2008  from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.  at Worth Abbey
Speakers from Six Religions (subject to change):

10.00 Chairman:  Rabbi Jackie Tabick

Jain: Vinod Kapashi

Hindu: Jay Lakhani 

Followed by small group discussion

12:30 p.m. Lunch (Please bring your own lunch, drinks are provided.)

1.00 p.m.   Worship time: Catholic, Muslim or private devotions.

1:20 p.m.    Walking in the Garden.

2.00 p.m. 

Sikh musicians

Buddhist: The Venerable Chueh Yann 

Muslim:  Dr. Swadeka Ahsun

Followed by discussion

4.00 p.m. Tea and departure 

Next Programme: Sunday Afternoon, 29 June, 2008 from 2.30 p.m. to 8.00 p.m.: A celebration for all ages. There will be songs, a meditative walk, a picnic supper and a closing speaker.  



	Book Launch: The Home We Share

At Unitarian Headquarters, 106 Essex Street, London WC2R 3HY on February 6th from 5.30 p.m. 

Speakers include: Dawn Buckle, Cliff Reed, Alan Rushton and Richard Boeke.



	Understanding Islam: the Basics
A one–day Saturday School aimed as a first introduction for anyone interested
Topics covered: Setting the framework to understand Islam, the basic system of belief and practice, building a just society, and “themes of your choice” 
Led by Dr Chris Hewer, St Ethelburga Fellow in Christian-Muslim Relations and author of: Understanding Islam: the first ten steps, London: SCM, 2006.
This Saturday School is offered by the St Ethelburga Centre for Peace and Reconciliation, 78 Bishopsgate, London EC2N 4AG, telephone 020 7496 1610, www.stethelburgas.org It is run three times per year, from 1100 to 1700.  To book a place, please contact St Ethelburga’s via the web or by phone.  The day includes lunch and other refreshments and costs £15 payable by cheque in advance or on the day.

In 2008 “The Basics” course will be run three times, on the following dates: Saturday 12 January, Saturday 19 April 2008 and Saturday 4 October. These days form part of a range of courses, study days and talks available throughout Greater London; For more information contact ChrisHewer@stethelburgas.org  
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Second Prayer Congress in Hamburg.
Over four hundred people from different religious traditions and spiritual paths attended the Second International Prayer Congress, which was held at Hamburg University on November 2nd to 4th, 2007. There were lectures, workshops and prayer services. Special emphasis was laid on the healing power of prayer.

Marcus Braybrooke gave a lecture on ‘Global Spirituality and Personal Transformation’ and led a workshop on Interfaith Prayer.
                                              Marcus and Mary Braybrooke with Lelani Dias                                                            

the organiser of the Hamburg prayer congress

Shells into Bells

The invitation from South Korea to the inauguration of the Peace Bell Park had an unusual P.S. ‘Please bring with you a spent shell or used cartridges to be melted down to make the Peace Bell.’ 

Where to get them? It might be dangerous to wander across an army range looking for them. A friend who knew about these things kindly obtained five used cartridges from the Police, with an accompanying letter that I was in lawful possession of these cartridges. But what about airport security? The metal would set off an alarm and the traces of gunpowder would excite sniffer dogs. The security officer of Korean Airlines, whom I telephoned in advance, was reassuring: but officials at check-in were more anxious. After consulting several rungs up the ladder of responsibility, Airport police were contacted. After an hour’s wait, their answer was to pack these five small empty cartridges with our luggage for the hold. But when we arrived at Seoul and headed to Baggage Reclaim, the suitcase was alarmed and we were escorted away for questioning - but now language differences added to the difficulties. Once again security officers, in ascending order of authority, appeared. Eventually, when Mary produced a little bell from the Holy Land, which we had also been asked to bring, and rang it, all became clear and frowns changed into smiles.

The difficulties of turning shells into bells made me more aware how hard it is ‘to beat swords into ploughshares and spears into pruning hooks’ (Isaiah 2:4) and even harder to make peace even when armed conflict has been halted. More than fifty years after the armistice, South and North Korea are technically still at war, although both heads of state have recently met. In the county of Hwacheon, which adjoins the Demilitarised Zone (DMZ), there are more soldiers stationed there than the total civilian population. The DMZ still divides families.  Our guide had only once in fifty years met his brother, who lives in the North.  There are constant reminders of the two million people who were killed during the Korean War – the bodies of thousands of Chinese soldiers were thrown into one deep lake, which we passed. The soil is still infested with landmines, which have a life of more than a hundred years. The bitter memories of the war and the earlier Japanese occupation are just as hard to remove. 

But this is where people of faith can make a contribution – helping to clear the landmines in the minds. They offer a path to pardon and inner peace, they call for forgiveness of those who have injured us, and 

they give us hope that lasting peace is possible. This is why the Mayor of Hwacehon invited members of the Peace Council, an international and interfaith group of people committed to work through non-violence for lasting peace, to be present at the inauguration of the Peace Bell Park.   

The Peace Bell Park is a symbol of hope. The bell, which is to be cast next year, will not be rung until Korea is reunified. It will join with the bells of Bethlehem and with bells across the world in calling people to enjoy and share God’s precious gift of peace. May they 

‘Ring out the thousand wars of old,

Ring in the thousand years of peace…

Ring out the darkness of the land,

Ring in the Christ that is to be.

(From Alfred Lord Tennyson’s poem In Memoriam.)
Marcus Braybrooke


	Sidney Shipton, OBE: a Tribute

The Interfaith world has sadly lost a dedicated and inspirational leader in the person of Sydney Shipton. He showed great enthusiasm in all that he did, achieved so much and made so many friends and admirers along the way.

Sydney started life in law but from the 1970s he became a full time professional in the voluntary sector. He was appointed an OBE in the 2004 and in November 2006 was admitted to the dignity and honour of Knight First Class of the Royal Order of Francis 1 (KFO).  

He was first the coordinator and latterly the Director of the Three Faiths Forum since its inception in January 1997 and has been involved in numerous voluntary and charitable organisations both national and international, including of course the World Congress of Faiths where he regularly attended our meetings and gave us much support.  

Sydney was passionate about his work and helped many to broaden their vision and develop greater respect for others.  He was a firm believer in the Hans Kung doctrine that unless religions learn to get on with each other, there will be no peace possible in this world. And Sydney was a true seeker of peace. 

 
Over his lifetime, he has contributed continuously to educational, interfaith and other charitable organisations. His name will always be associated with the blessings that surround his memory.

Rabbi Jackie Tabick



	Dr L M Singhvi: a Tribute

Dr L M Singhvi when he served as Indian High Commissioner in Britain, was a good friend to all faith communities. We particularly appreciated his support for the World Congress of Faiths. In 1993, he gave a memorable Younghusband lecture.   We express our sympathy to Mrs Singhvi. 

I was glad to listen again to Dr Singhvi at the meeting in May of this year at the House of the Lords. Almost exactly two years ago, I had the pleasure of listening to him speak at the Presidential Palace in New Delhi. His words deserve to be remembered and can be an inspiration to us all:

“There are dialogues of the mind, there are dialogues of the heart, there are dialogues of the soul. And a dialogue is completed by the dialogue of the soul, the spirit, the values, the commitments and the dedication. The understanding of the world in which we live and the unravelling of the inspiration which makes us all common pilgrims on the common path to our common future and to our common present ​– it is in this that all of the faith traditions of the world fulfil themselves.” 
 Marcus Braybrooke
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