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An Interfaith Service for Peace     Sunday 28 October at 3pm at Golders Green Unitarian Church       Note  –  change  of venue       31 Hoop Lane ,Golders Green, London NW11 8BS, near the Central Hotel, off Finchley Road.      Nearest Underground   Golders Green (Northern Line, Edgware Branch).      Ther e will be representatives of the world faiths and a speaker from Neve Shalom  -  Wahat al - Salam ('Oasis of Peace')       The collection will go to  the School for Peace at Neve Shalom  -  Wahat al - Salam .  
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	Faith Meeting Faith: a rich resource for life

The World Congress of Faiths seeks to bridge the almost unbridgeable: to make bonds of friendship based on knowledge and understanding and to celebrate the differences between religions. While accepting the differences of history and belief between faith communities, we affirm and support each of the faith groups represented at our gatherings.  We seek to bring together those who are firm adherents of their own faiths, and who wish to learn from others in a non-judgemental and supportive fashion. In this way, hopefully, we work towards ending the destructive enmity that so tragically dogs the relationships between so many people of faith.


	Date for your diary

November 15: Moral Maze: Babies or Geriatrics  

How should scarce medical resources be allocated  - should we spend money on premature babies, or finding a cure for Alzheimer's Disease?
at 

The London Interfaith Centre,

125 Salusbury Road, London NW6 6RG

(Nearest Underground Station: Queens Park)
from

7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m.  Doors open 7.00 p.m.  
Come and listen to: 

· A panel comprised of members of different faiths to ask the questions and reflect on their religion’s teachings, including Vinod Kapashi, Batul Sharif and Joy Barrow.  

· Witnesses, who are experts with understanding and insight of the medical and ethical issues involved, including Sir Nicolas Pearson, Claire Hinton and Charanjit Ajit Singh

· Rabbi Jackie Tabick is chairing the panel.

Come and participate in:

An interactive activity to highlight some of the situations confronted on a daily basis as a consequence of the scarcity of medical resources.

Cost:  £5.00 for WCF members; £7.00 for non-members

For further details of WCF events visit our website at www.worldfaiths.org



	Brother Daniel, a Frenchman, who made Southall, Little India, a place of his own

(8th April 1929 -10th September 2007)

A Tribute from Charanjit Ajit Singh, Vice President of WCF

  It was with great sadness that  I heard the news of Brother Daniel’s passing away from  his   young Sikh neighbour Jastinder Mahal. Brother Daniel lived and breathed interfaith.  The attendance at his funeral service at the St Anslem’s Church, Southall on Monday, 17th September 2007, was a testimony to the love and respect which his friends and fellow pilgrims on the interfaith journey and representatives of the local religious places and his own church, held for him. We were grateful for the opportunity to pay our last respect to him at the end of a moving ceremony, which included tributes from his French family. The French side of his life was little known to us except that he had created a little French vineyard in his back garden.  I was intrigued to hear from his sister’s son, Yvonnick Pelletreau, that Daniel had decided in his teenage years that he would join the Brothers of St Gabriel, a Catholic teaching order.  He showed me a fetching picture of Daniel in robes in 1947 as an 18 year old. As a 23 year old, he began his educational career in St Louis College, Bangkok in Thailand, quickly achieving the position of a head teacher. After 15 years there, he decided to come to England. Out of the next forty years of his life, Southall was his home for 28 years.

It was in late 1979, when he visited the headquarters of the Ealing Community Education Team, based in Havelock Road, Southall, that I was introduced to him as a tutor with responsibility for language teaching and multi-cultural learning in the area.  I could not work out why he would want to be in Southall, why did he wish to learn about and experience living with other religious communities and not do what  quite a few other Christians were doing, using a  variety of  covert methods  of conversion.  Over a period, he gained the trust and friendship of people from a wide variety of backgrounds and in 1982, he founded Westminster Interfaith, with the blessings of Cardinal Hume and Bishop Gerald Mahon, with the clear aim of fostering interfaith understanding and co-operation. By that time both Ajit and I had become closely associated with his work.

 For the next two decades, his enthusiasm  for this work translated itself into new areas of interfaith exploration; People of faith walking together in  Southall and in different parts of London and around once a year, inter-religious liturgy meetings, audience with holy people, inter-religious and awareness seminars,  visits of students to places of worship, and  compilation of books such as Transcendence, Southall, a holy city, Resources  for multifaith celebrations, The Feminine and the Divine and many more. His ‘Prayer of Hope of an Interfaith RC Christian’ is an essence of the faith of a man who saw God  and spirituality beyond his own  tradition as was his chapel at home, where we sometimes sat and meditated because he had made it a place of reverence of God’s word in texts of different religions, draped in splendid fabrics. He knew in great detail about what was going on in Southall and had an encyclopaedic memory of people he knew both within his tradition and in the interfaith world. 

 As he grew older and felt unwell after his various operations, he began talking in his usual fun loving and teasing way about the life hereafter. On one occasion when we visited him in the hospital after his heart procedure, there were many people from different religions, races and backgrounds visiting him, the nurses and hospital staff found him not the ordinary, run of the mill, patient but somebody who was very engaging in his eccentric way. In a  joking manner, he said to us, ‘When I go  back to my maker, I can now say to Him, I have come renewed,’ alluding to  the operations he had had  on his hip and other parts of his body as a consequence of which, he had gained ‘new parts.’   We had a good laugh and saw a funny side of the symbolism of ’renewal’ in his way of coming to terms with what he had endured!

I would miss his telephone calls, the start of which sounded like, ‘Meesees Chaaraanjeet Aejitsieng, do you have a couple of minutes?’ And then whatever he wanted to say or ask. The conversation usually lasted 20-30 minutes easily. We feel very privileged as a family to have known him and to have had the honour of writing for his anthologies and Ajit and I are very thankful to him for enabling us to have an audience with Pope John Paul II.

 May he rest in eternal peace and may his memory be a source of inspiration to many in the future! 

 

	Dadi Prakashmani

A Tribute by Revd Dr Marcus Braybrooke, President of World Congress of Faiths
Dadi Prakashmani the Administrative Head of the Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University passed to the next world on August 25th, 2007. She was born in Hyderabad, Sind, in what is now Pakistan in 1922 and became a founding member of Brahma Kumaris in 1936, dedicating her life to God and the service of humanity. She became Administrative Head in 1969 after the passing away of the founder Brahma Baba. Under her leadership, the organisation rapidly expanded into 103 countries. The World Congress of Faiths expresses its good wishes and sympathy to members of the worldwide Brahma Kumaris movement.

I first met Dadi Prakashmani when Mary and I, with our daughter Rachel, visited Mount Abu nearly twenty years ago. Initially I was in awe of her as Head of the Spiritual University, but when she received us I was quickly aware of her love and compassion and her ability to see inside us and know what we were thinking and feeling. 

We were greatly honoured that Dadi Prakashmani attended the Interfaith Gathering – Sarva Dharma Sammelana – at Bangalore in 1993 which was the Year of Inter-religious Understanding and Co-operation which was launched here at Global Co-operation House and marked the centenary of the World Parliament of Religions. 

On my most recent visit to Madhuban, Dadi,  although she was very unwell graciously found time and strength to see me and communicate her deep love – and, of course, to give me a present.

On a previous visit with a group, she talked with us for some time. She asked me what I thought about reincarnation. I said I believed that all people are on a journey towards God and are at different stages. I do not know whether after death we continue that journey in other worlds or by revisiting this world. Those, like Dadi Prakashmani, who are far advanced on that journey radiate the light of the Divine and become transparent to their inner spiritual beauty. They thereby encourage us on our journey and assure us that our destiny is to be changed into the likeness of God and to rediscover our true spiritual joy. This is our best contribution to peace. As Dadi said, ‘A transformation has to occur – a transformation in our consciousness, our attitudes and our values. When we remove the causes of peacelessness, that is, when we, as individuals and as nations, realise the influence of such things as greed, selfishness and ego within ourselves, only then can the seed of peace be planted.’ 

It has been an inspiration and a blessing to have known her.


	Letter to the Editor of the Daily Telegraph

from Revd Dr Marcus Braybrooke, President, World Congress of Faiths.

The Archbishop says that he is not a ‘believer in multi-faith services.’ I doubt whether those who attend them are either. They believe that there is One Ultimate Reality, the Source of all life, called by many names, and they pray for the time when all people will live together in peace and justice. Multi-faith services are not a substitute for the regular worship of faith communities, but they can have a healing and unifying value at special times. Following the London bombings, I was invited to interfaith occasions at a synagogue and a mosque. At both, the injured and bereaved were remembered, the use of violence in God’s name denounced and the sacredness of life affirmed. 

 
It is interesting that one of the first multi-faith services arranged by the World Congress was in 1953, in response to Queen Elizabeth’s request that people of all religions should pray for her.

15 September, 2007

	World Congress of Faiths interfaith celebration of animals 

Golders Green Unitarians on Sunday 16 September 2007
 
The service, led by Rev. Feargus O’Connor, featured inspiring prayers and hymns and participants spoke movingly of their religious commitment to animal welfare. Andrew Burns told us that Buddhists believed that all beings sought an end to suffering and the realisation of happiness: a message reinforced by Seeta Lakhani, who stressed that Hinduism’s compassion for life embraced all creatures. Nitin Mehta told us that Mahaveer, the great founder of Jainism, taught us the central importance of ‘ahimsa’ (non-violence) and the exhortation not to kill any living being. Charanjit Ajit Singh informed us that in Sikh religious writings there were numerous references to animals: God animates all living beings, all in their unique ways worshipping their common Creator. 
 
Dr. Sheelah James told us that Jews were adjured not to cause pain to any creature: anyone guilty of cruelty could not be deemed truly righteous. The Muslim view was presented by Dr. Roohi Majid: humankind is the custodian of the planet and we are the intermediaries between Allah and all other fellow beings.  Rev. Dr. Marcus and Mrs Mary Braybrooke, as Christians, believed that we were all stewards of Creation.  Rev. Dr. Linda Hart, a Unitarian Universalist minister, read an amusing account of an animal blessing service and reminded us that Paradise was usually pictured as a place where human beings were at peace with the entire animal creation.
 
The guest preacher, Rabbi Professor Dan Cohn-Sherbok, told us how his life, diet and spiritual outlook had all gently changed and evolved over the years, not so much from the study of theology as through the influence of his companion cats. On his decision to become a vegetarian he made the telling point that that if we would not eat our own beloved animal companions how could we eat any other living creature of God?  
Sonia Waddell and Feargus O'Connor


	Visit to the British Library: WCF and Weybridge Synagogue

Twenty members of the WCF and Weybridge Synagogue had the opportunity to see a magnificent collection of sacred manuscripts at the British Library.  On display were a wide variety of manuscripts, primarily versions of the Old and New Testaments and the Qur’an.  Many exhibited lovely calligraphy and incredible illustrations.  Most of the documents belonged to the British Library but a few had been borrowed for the exhibit.  The Library does not as a rule have all of these documents on display at one time.  We were all in awe of the beauty of many of these manuscripts.

Among the documents on display were a 1482 Lisbon Old Testament, with beautiful Portuguese Hebrew illumination, a tenth-century New Testament from Constantinople, and an Iranian Qur’an, with beautiful, dramatic calligraphy.  Others included a fragment of the Dead Sea Scrolls, an early Codex of the Torah, the earliest complete New Testament, a Bible from Turkey written in 463CE in Syriac (a dialect of Eastern Aramaic), one of the earliest Qur’ans in the world (eighth century, from Arabia), the Lindisfarne Gospels (written around 700CE in Northumbria), the Gospels in Armenian, and a seventeenth century Ethiopian version of the Gospels.

Although our guided tour group was limited to 20, others who were visiting the exhibit drifted in and out of our group, listening to the very interesting commentaries of our tour guide and of Rabbi Tabick.  And a few also added commentaries of their own when they had other information.  An Islamic group stayed with us for much of the tour, providing very interesting views on many of the Islamic manuscripts, and clearly enjoying the information provided on the Hebrew and Aramaic manuscripts and their backgrounds.  The unintended and unexpected diversity of our group enriched our experience and we all emerged from the Library feeling that we had spent a marvellous afternoon there.  

Breyne Maskowitz: Weybridge Synagogue.




	WCF Event: Visit to the British Museum – Sacred exhibition, Monday 2 July 2007

There were about twenty of us at this WCF event organized by Rev. Dr. Marcus Braybrooke.  First were each given a booklet on the exhibition. Our guide, Maria, led us around allowing time for each of us to look at the priceless treasures, starting with the Introduction to the Abrahamic Faiths with a fine ancient text from each of the Faiths. 

Then we moved on to display on the Dead Sea Scrolls, which were written on papyrus or animal skin and discovered in a cave by the Dead Sea.  They are the only known surviving Biblical document written before the second century. The piece of the Dead Sea Scroll on display, which was part of the Psalms, dated from 50 CE. An early codex of the Torah from Palestine or the Middle East, dated about the ninth century, is one of the earliest examples of a Hebrew Bible codex, or a manuscript in book form rather than a scroll with authoritative information from early scholars on how to pronounce and read out the sacred text of the Torah.

The Codex Sinaiticus found by Tischendorf in the monastery of St. Catherine’s by Mount Sinai is the earliest complete New Testament, either Egyptian or Palestinian, and dating from the fourth century CE.  The Greek text includes the oldest surviving complete New Testament and the earliest and best copies of parts of the Old Testament. The other early Christian Bible is the Codex Vaticanus in Rome.

We then went to the section on illuminating the texts.  These included ancient Biblical and Hebraic texts.  There were also Qur’anic texts, which included intricate artisanship as shown, for example, on the Sultan Baybars’ Qur’an made in Cairo in 1305 for a court official. In the section on life ceremonies, among the exhibits was the wedding dress worn by Jemima Khan.  We finally exited through a modern artistic impression of Infinity.

Alan Rainer



	Local Interfaith events

Alister Hardy Society

October 30th: Is there an afterlife? From 3.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m. at Essex Unitarian Church, 112 Palace Gdns. Terrace, London W8. Speaker: Prof. David Fontana.

December 1st: Alister Hardy Open Day from 10.00a.m. to 4.00 p.m. at Friends’ Meeting House, 43 St Giles, Oxford. Speakers include Dr David Hay and Dr Wendy Dossett. 

Further details from Anne Watkins, tel: 01570 424821, e-mail: a.watkins@lamp.ac.uk

	Christians Aware:

January 12-14, 2008: Annual conference – Living on the Edge at All Saints Pastoral Centre, London Colney.  Speakers include: Garth Hewitt, Monica Attias, Kathryn Spink and Ian Bradley.

April 24-29th, 2008: Visit to Rome and Florence.  

Further details: Christians Aware, 2 Saxby Street, Leicester, LE2 0ND; tel: 0116 254 0770; e-mail: barbarabutler@christiansaware.co.uk.
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