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	Faith Meeting Faith: a rich resource for life

The World Congress of Faiths seeks to bridge the almost unbridgeable: to make bonds of friendship based on knowledge and understanding and to celebrate the differences between religions. While accepting the differences of history and belief between faith communities, we affirm and support each of the faith groups represented at our gatherings.  We seek to bring together those who are firm adherents of their own faiths, and who wish to learn from others in a non-judgemental and supportive fashion. In this way, hopefully, we work towards ending the destructive enmity that so tragically dogs the relationships between so many people of faith.


	Dates for your diary: Future WCF Events

September 16: Visit to British Library Exhibition of Sacred Books.  A guided tour of the exhibition at the British Library for those who work during the week.  This is in conjunction with Weybridge Synagogue.  The maximum number is twenty people therefore it is essential you book in advance with Jackie Tabick, telephone 020 8959 93129, email: jtabick@lineone.net 

September 16 3pm: Interfaith Service for Animals.  At Golders Green Unitarian Church, 31 Hoop Lane, Golders Green, London NW11 8BS.  (About five minutes walk from Golders Green underground station, near the Central Hotel.)

October 28 3pm: Interfaith Peace Service.  At Bethnal Green Unitarian Church, 117 Mansford Road, Bethnal Green, London E2 6LX.  (Nearest underground: Bethnal Green).

November 15: Moral Maze: Babies or Geriatrics?  How do we allocate scarce medical resources?

At the London Interfaith Centre, 125 Salusbury Road, London NW6 6RG at 7.00 p.m.to9.30 p.m.
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2007 Francis Younghusband Lecture:  'Multiculturalism: is the British model failing?'
On the 7th of July 2005, four suicide bombings occurred in London.  At that point, people began discussing whether something was seriously wrong with the model.  By July 8 or 9 it emerged that all of the Bombers were British-Born.   Those who flew the planes into the Twin Towers of New York, and those who bombed trains in Madrid, were foreign born.   

From the 2001 riots in Bradford, awareness of racial resentment has been growing.   Recently, when a “Big Brother” contestant was insulted, Government Spokesman Trevor Phillips said, “we may be drifting into a segregated society.” One in seven primary school children in England do not speak English as a primary 

language. 

What is the reaction in other societies?   In France, the French officially turn a “blind eye” to racism in France.   In mapping racial groups in French Cities, the French are in the centre of the donut.  Other ethic groups are in the outside ring.    In America, white flight in many cities has brought Blacks to the centre of the donut.  The whites are outside in the suburbs.    

In England, in many places, people of different races are living side by side.    Only fourteen political wards in England have a minority majority although thousands of wards are 99.9% Anglo Saxon.  There are seven thousand Christian Faith Schools in England although only eight Muslim Faith Schools.    

A week after the 7th of July 2005, thousands of people came together in Trafalgar Square to witness cross-cultural unity.   A young Asian man was wearing a T-shirt,  “Don’t freak; I’m a Sikh.” The demonstration illustrated that we don’t have a reason to panic, but also, we don’t have a reason to be smug.   

If the later bombing on 23 July had succeeded, panic might have set in.  There is higher anxiety.   John Reid warns of “bombs on airlines.”   Jack Straw launches a controversy over Muslim women wearing veils.   A feeding frenzy of racism explodes.  A telephone poll reported that 98% responded that “veils should be banned.”   David Cameron says, “ban Muslim ghettos;” yet the real “ghettos” are the wards of rural Britain which are almost 100% white.

London is the most diverse city in the world.   But how much are we talking to each other?  The four July 7th Bombers were not poor, but middle class.  But Azir wrote in ‘Prospect Magazine’ that they found very little pride in being Pakistani but neither did they have pride in being British.   They grew up as England was showing self-doubt: to show the British Flag was to be thought a member of the British National Party.  For the July 7th Bombers, their loyalty came to be not Pakistani or British but to the ULMA, the Muslim Community around the World.

American Muslims are different.  They have pride in America.  In America, they are Muslim-American, like Italian-American or African-American.  In Virginia, ten years ago, Freedman heard an immigration official named William Carroll say to immigrants becoming citizens, “Do not leave your heritage behind; let it become part of the rich diversity of our common loyalty as Americans”.  

However, in France, you are French.   An official blind eye is turned toward discrimination.  There is no census data on minorities; it is illegal even to ask the question.  There is no hyphen in French.

Freedman closed by saying, in England, we are closer to the American model, but we have not gone as far as the American hyphen.  While we have four nations in Britain, we have not heard an immigration official use the hyphen for Muslim-British Identity. 

Richard Boeke



	New Vice Presidents of World Congress of Faiths

At the 2007 annual general meeting the following people were unanimously elected as Vice Presidents of the World Congress of Faiths.  All of them have given valuable service to the World Congress of Faiths and to interfaith work in its widest sense and over many years:  Dr Richard Boeke, Mary Braybrooke, Tom Gulliver, David Potter, Jean Potter, Om Prakesh Sharma, Charanjit Ajit Singh and David Storey.
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Marcus Braybrooke, with new WCF Vice Presidents: Richard Boeke and Mary Braybrooke




	Interfaith Witness in a Changing World: the World Congress of Faiths 1966-2006.  Marcus Braybrooke, obtainable from Revd Dr Marcus Braybrooke, 17 Courtiers Green, Clifton Hampden, Abingdon OX14 3EN.  £3.00

In ‘A Wider Vision’, Marcus Braybrooke provided a history of the World Congress of Faiths to 1996.  As part of the celebrations of the 70th anniversary of the WCF, Marcus has written this sequel in which he reflects on interfaith, and in particular the role of the World Congress of Faiths, to 2006.

You can purchase ‘Interfaith in a Changing World’ and other books by Marcus Braybrooke, together with some of those by written by Alan Race and members of the WCF, direct from WCF by credit card through PayPal from our website:www.worldfaiths.org/

	The Wisdom and the Beauty: A Selection of Short Passages from the Qur’an. Edited and Presented by Kinnier Wilson, Shepheard-Walwyn, 2006, ISBN 0-85683-247-2.  £9.95 (Hbk).

The Qur’an, like other scriptures, may be difficult for those who are new to it and who have no guide. This well produced book, which could serve as a ‘taster.’ There are five parts: ‘The Setting’, ‘On the Greatness and Bounty of God’, ‘On the Justice and Mercy of God’, ‘Times and Occasions’ and Thoughts for Wonder and Contemplation.’ Under each there are five Suras, translated by James Wilson, who has consulted other well-known translations.  As he says, he has followed the golden rule ‘of translating thoughts as well as words.’ Words added to explain or clarify the meaning are, only if really necessary, placed in parenthesis. He thus achieves his purpose of making the text accessible, because ‘a blurred or diffuse light is not the sterling light of truth’ and his aim is to convince the reader that the Qur’an is indeed a revelation from God. I wonder, however, whether this may at times hide the difficulty of a text. 
James Wilson in an Epilogue adds some of his own reflections and there are some explanatory notes. There are also some tasteful illustrations. The author tells in the Introduction of speaking to his friend of a vision of ‘people of all faiths climbing a mountain along their several paths to meet God unitedly at the very top.’ His friend replied, ‘James, you are wrong, for God, when he sees us climbing, will come half way down the mountain to meet us.’ This book, which fits in a pocket, would be a useful companion when climbing.

Marcus Braybrooke



	On the journey: Worth Abbey 9 June 2007
Father Paul Fleetwood welcomed us to Worth Abbey.  Bonnie Evans-Hills of Brighton presided in the morning and introduced the first speaker, Laura Moffatt, MP from Crawley.  She told us of the recent report of ‘The Commission on Community Cohesion’, which focused on the need for promoting local relationships, including a common language: “Not speaking English is the single biggest barrier to integration.”      As evidence of the growing government concern for interfaith friendship, she sited Tony Blair’s plans to start an interfaith foundation as he ends his ten years as Prime Minister.  

The next speaker was Brian Pearce, the Director of the Interfaith Network of the UK since it began in 1987, encouraged by the World Congress of Faiths. At the start there was resistance.  Some found the effort for interfaith cooperation to be heretical; some still do.  Gradually the National Bodies of most faith communities joined, as well as national interfaith bodies.  There are also now over two hundred and fifty local interfaith groups.  The IFN arranged a Millennium event in the House of Lords, and a Golden Jubilee event two years later.  In between were riots in Bradford and the destruction of the Twin Towers in New York City.   “How do we deepen the dialogue?  How do we bring more young people into the inter faith movement? How do we find a common language for religious and non-religious?”  He closed with the Jewish saying, “You are required to continue the work. You are not required to complete it.”

The third morning speaker was Ian Chisnell, of the South East England Faith Forum.    

“When the missionaries were sent out, they were prepared for new cultures.  Now, we are living in a new culture and many are now prepared.”

For lunch, Crawley Interfaith Network provided a vegetarian feast and, after prayers and a walk by the beautiful Secret Garden of the Abbey, the afternoon featured two Muslim Speakers.  The first, Harun Combes came from 

Worthing Mosque. He sited three major problems for believers: the rising tide of secularism; increasing religious fundamentalism - Christian, Muslim, Jewish, and Hindu; polarization of beliefs – the hardening lines of separation between traditions.  Secondly, Abubaker Degahyes of Brighton.  He told of his brother, Omar, who has been held without charge, often in a solitary cage, in Guantanamo Prison.  Like other prisoners, he is not identified by his name, but by his number 727.   For five years his family has not been allowed to speak to him.  His mail is censored.  Jackie Chase of Brighton joined Abubaker and told us of the ‘Save Omar Campaign’.  She said, “Our brothers and sisters are being tortured and flown across the world.”  A man in the audience said, “Why does the media only give the bad news?”  

Before we split into small groups for closing discussion, Margaret Owen from Godalming came to the microphone.  She told us “My daughter, Elizabeth, was badly injured in the bombing of the London Underground at Edgeware Road.  The passengers on her right and left were killed.  The suicide bomber responsible was Mohammed Siddiq Khan.  He and his accomplices have been on television many times.  The plastic surgeon who …saved Elizabeth’s leg was Umraz Khan.  … Between Elizabeth’s various operations, he flew out to the Indian sub-continent to operate on the survivors of an earthquake.  As far as I know, he has never been on television at all.”   

727 was a vivid memory as I watched TV on the night after our interfaith day. Colin Powell, the former U.S. Secretary of State, called for Guantanamo to be closed, “Not tomorrow, but today’.  

On the Journey:  What should I do?  Around the world, religions have answered with a version of  the Golden Rule:  Do unto others as you would have others do unto you.  To the question, “Who is my neighbor?”  Jesus answered with the story of   The Good Samaritan.


	International Secretary’s Report

I represented World Congress of Faiths (WCF) at International Interfaith activities and presented WCF as a resource and a good practice, which was adopted at by its Executive; I was sent by World Congress of Faiths (WCF) to deliver seven lecturers promoting harmony.

I continue to deliver speeches at local lever such as: Horsham Interfaith Group, who invited me to deliver the key note speech at their Annual General meeting; On 27 June 2006 Wandsworth gathering of people from many faiths I spoke about my experiences with Local Interfaith work; and I chaired a meeting At Greencoat Place London where Dr Tariq Ramadan was the speaker on 25 April 2006
WCF was also mentioned during my visit to Buckingham Palace Garden Party and my meeting with Her Majesty the Queen on 20th July 2006. My conversation with Her Majesty the Queen was on Inter-faith work. For full Queen Speech on “Tolerance and respect in a changing world” you simply click imansajjid.com
On 19-22 March 2006 I attended Second Dialogue meeting of “200 Imams and Rabbis Congress” which took place under the high patronage of HRM King Mohammed VI of Morocco, HRM King Albert II of the Belgians, King Abdullah of Jordan and King of Spain at Seville (Spain). The organizers of the meeting were the predominantly French volunteer team "Hommes de Parole". I chaired a session, spoke on Qur’anic Text and Violence and as way forward mentioned at length. Full Report can be seen at http://www.hommesdeparole.org  I was elected as their permanent standing committee member.
I delivered a Key-note Speech on importance of Interfaith work at Edinburgh Inter-faith Association under Inter-faith week programme at Edinburgh Central Mosque on Monday 27 November 2006 and at Chaplaincy Department of University of Dundee Scotland on Tuesday 28 November 2006 as Prestige Margaret Harris Lecture
As an Adviser to European Council of Religious Leaders (ECRL) I was asked to speak to number of gatherings in many European Countries where I presented WCF as a resource for local communities;

During last three months Sep-Dec 2006 I was invited by Initiatives of Change to visit Singapore, Indonesia, Australia (eight cities), New Zeeland, Fuji where I met number of Religious and Political leaders and addressed a number of meetings 

On 30 May 2006 I met the President of the European Commission HE José Manuel Barroso and the Chancellor 

of Austria Wolfgang Schüssel at Brussels where I mentioned WCF as model for working together at the grass 

roots level. I was selected as an Adviser on Religion and Culture by EU During my visits to European countries (26 visits during 2006) at a number of places within EU where I was asked to speak about Interfaith work in the UK;

On 4/6 December 2006 I visited Oslo (Norway) where I attend ECRL Executive committee meeting and participated at Iraqi Religious Leaders Council meeting.
On 7 February 2007 the Republic of Slovenia as a member of task force appointed me for their Presidency of the year 2008 European Year of Inter-Cultural Dialogue and on 8th February 2007 I was elected as the chairman of the Task force.

On 10 to 12 February 2007 I attended 4th European Religious Leaders meeting at Birmingham where “Muslim in Britain” was the theme and I was one of the Key note speaker.  

On 26 March 2007 Office of Security and Co-operation in the Europe (OSCE) asked me to present a report on Teaching Religious Education in the UK. In my report I mentioned WCF and its role in wider education. 
Imam Dr Abduljalil Sajid 

Intercultural Dialogue at the forefront of Slovenian EU Presidency: 8 February, 2007
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Foreign Minister Dimitrij Rupel speaks at a press conference held on 8th February 2007 .He is flanked by (left to right) Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, US political scientist Benjamin Barber, Imam Abduljalil Sajid the chairman of the Task-force and the former Personal Representative of the Secretary General for the United Nations Year of Dialogue among Civilizations Giandomenico Picco. (Photo: STA)


	Local Interfaith Events

The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay:

July 3-5th: Rest and Renewal Retreat.

Cost £90

July 5th: Film Showing: The Power of Community – How Cuba Survived Peak Oil.  7.00 p.m. Free

July 7th: Writers Inc – Poetry and Music Party
7.30 p.m. Cost £15

July 14-15th: Rumitour: The Heart of Rumi Weekend.  Saturday 5.30 p.m.- Sunday 4.00 p.m.

Cost £95 including accommodation.

July 16th: God is Green with Mark Dowd.  7.30p.m. – 9.30 p.m., Cost £5

July 29th: Georgian Sacred and Secular Song with Michael Bloom.  10.00 a.m. – 4.00p.m. Cost £35

Further details: tel: 01235 847401;

e-mail: admin@theabbey.uk.com
Alister Hardy Society:

July 21st:  Study Day – The Creative Process, from 10.30a.m. at Friends Meeting House, St Giles, Oxford. 

September 18th: The Soul and the Person with Revd Prof John Polkinghorne at Essex Unitarian Church, 112 Palace Gdns Terrace, London W8 from 3.00 p.m. 
	Bath Interfaith Group:

July 21st, 3.00 p.m. A visit to Our Lady and St Alphege’s Church, Oldfield Park

Sept 12th, 7.30 p.m. A visit to the Hindu Temple, Church Road

Further details: Shelagh James, telephone: 01225 422252

British Association for the Study of Religions:

September 3rd – 6th: Conference on Religious Experience in Global Contexts at New College, University of Edinburgh. Cost £230.

Further details: Prof James Cox, University of Edinburgh, New College, Edinburgh, EH1 2LX; 

e-mail: J.Cox@ed.ac.uk
North London Interfaith Events:

July 17th, 8.00 p.m.  Talk on Zoroastrianism with Malcolm Deboo

Further details: Stephanie Ramamurthy: tel 0208444 3855; e-mail: info@northondoninterfaith.org.uk



_1244469067.bin

