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	Faith Meeting Faith: a rich resource for life

The World Congress of Faiths seeks to bridge the almost unbridgeable: to make bonds of friendship based on knowledge and understanding and to celebrate the differences between religions. While accepting the differences of history and belief between faith communities, we affirm and support each of the faith groups represented at our gatherings.  We seek to bring together those who are firm adherents of their own faiths, and who wish to learn from others in a non-judgemental and supportive fashion. In this way, hopefully, we work towards ending the destructive enmity that so tragically dogs the relationships between so many people of faith.


	Annual General Meeting 2007

Essex Hall, London 26 April at 5pm

Nominations for committee and resolutions are invited, and must be sent to reach us by Friday 20 April

Nominations should be signed by the nominee, a proposer and seconder, all of whom must be members of WCF
followed at 6.30pm by

The Annual Francis Younghusband Lecture:

'Multiculturalism: is the British model failing?'

to be given by

Jonathan Freedland

Writer, journalist and broadcaster
Essex Hall is just off the Strand in Central London. The bus stop is at Law Courts. (bus 11, etc). The Tube Station is the TEMPLE. 

The entrance is at Essex Street is directly across the Strand from the Law Courts, just east of the Parish Church of St. Clement Danes. 

The second door on the right leads to the Essex Hall, the Head Quarters of the General Assembly of the Unitarian and Free Christian Churches
For further information contact Rabbi Jackie Tabick: e-mail: jtabick@lineone.net
or the WCF administrator, Tony Reese, at tony@worldfaiths.org
or by post at 125 Salusbury Road, London NW6 6RG


	Advanced Notice of WCF Event

The Moral Maze


 on 15 November at 7.30pm


Babies or Geriatrics?

How to allocate scarce medical resources - should we spend money on premature babies, or finding a cure for Alzheimer's Disease?


	Scriptural Reasoning.

What a treat!

Last week I was invited by the Camden Interfaith Group to attend a session of Scriptural Reasoning, held at the British Library.

Sounds dull, but it wasn’t. In fact it was far from dull and it operates very much to the WCF’s principles of:
· Affirming the different faiths of all those present

· Learning about another’s faith

· Through discussion enlarging your own understanding of your own faith.

· And seeing the deeper ‘fellowship’ that exists between us all.

· And apart from that, having time to talk and get to know each other.

It worked like this:

Three presenters, in this case from the Abrahamic faiths, brought texts from their own faiths on the same subject. Last week, the texts were on the topical subject of slavery.

Each person presented their own text within the context of their own faith. The rest of the group was first invited to ask questions or make points within the context of that faith and then individuals gave their reactions to the text from their own different faith backgrounds. In this way, we each had a chance to read a text from the perspective of another faith and then challenge and enlarge our understanding of the different faiths and, a very interesting exercise, of our own faith too.

We have tried a similar exercise at one or two WCF events in the past, but they have been a small part of an occasion rather than the main reason for the gathering. Next year, we hope to bring the Hans Kung exhibition of the Global Ethic to a couple of different venues and arrange various encounters at those venues. One of the events could be based on reading sacred texts together, only as the World Congress, we would of course bring together a wider group of religions at each event. I hope many of you will be encouraged by this article to look out for them and join us on the day.

Rabbi Jackie Tabick: Chair, World Congress of Faiths 



	

	International Interfaith Conference, Punjabi University, Patiala

From February 19th to 21st an International Interfaith Conference, ‘Towards building a Peaceful Society: the Role of Religion’, jointly sponsored by Punjabi University and the International Interfaith Centre was held at Punjabi University.  Scholars from North America, Germany, England, Wales and 

India presented papers at the conference.  WCF executive member Dr Joy Barrow gave the Keynote 

Address.  S. Swarn Singh Bopari, the Vice Chancellor of Punjabi University gave the Presidential Address.  At the valedictory meeting he announced that he was inviting ten people to form a ‘Council of Wise Men’, one of who was Joy Barrow, to organise annual interfaith conferences at the University.

The 2007 International Interfaith Conference was the second in the series, the first of which was jointly sponsored by the World Congress of Faiths and Punjabi University. 

Among those presenting the papers was Fr Albert Nambiaparambil.  Those who met Fr Albert when he was in the UK in 2006 will be pleased to know that, although he is not allowed to travel unaccompanied, his health has improved since last year.



	INTERFAITH DAY ON MEDITATION AND SOCIAL ACTION AT WORTH ABBEY

On Tuesday 13th March five members of our church joined the many interfaith participants who descended on the beautiful venue of Worth Abbey for a wonderful day of talks and discussion with representatives of many different faiths. Our thanks go to all who were involved with organizing this inspiring day.

Tuesday was a gorgeous warm spring like day that was more reminiscent of late April than early March. Nature obviously thought so too, as the roadsides were coloured by stands of daffodils, bunches of aconites and celandines and snow like blossom covered the trees and hedgerows.   Within the Abbey grounds the lawnmowers had been busy and the magnolias were bursting into bloom, a very inviting scene.

This occasion, we were meeting in rooms off the church itself. The building is circular with a simple modern design; it is cleverly built in a stone coloured brick and wood. A theme that is continued inside, in the walls staircases and arched alcoves too.

We were warmly welcomed by father Paul Fleetwood who handed it over to Richard Boeke to open the session with a round of Rumi’s  ‘Come, Come Wherever you are…’ and some well chosen words from and about Howard Thurman on the theme for the day, before introducing the first speaker, Dr Marcus Braybrooke, president of the World Congress of Faiths and co-founder of The Three Faiths Forum 

Dr Braybrooke argued that a personal spiritual approach and social action belong together and they are impoverished if separated. He said that nowadays people seek the divine, not by withdrawing from, but by participating in society and that people like Mother Teresa, Desmond TuTu, the Dalai Llama and Martin Luther King Jnr, represent the many who have learnt to see the divine in the worst social situations and transform them. He acknowledged that some people need solitude to allow them to discover spiritual truth and he said that we all need a degree of internal detachment to allow us to be effective in helping those in need, without becoming emotionally burnt out ourselves.

 Marcus claimed that religion can offer the vision for a better world, hope that in the midst of darkness, light persists and that in the midst of lies and deceit, hope that truth will persist etc. He called for each one of us to embrace compassion and oneness, he said it was like being in love with everyone in the world and recognizing God in them all, even those who are unlovable and who are the perpetrators of human misery and suffering. Such oneness, he claimed, takes us beyond religions and dogmas and leads to the respect of all life including our stewardship of the planet. Astronauts, he said frequently came back from exploring outer space with a vision of unity and connectedness that is essentially the same as those who choose to explore inner space, by seeking within themselves.

  He concluded by saying that the much acclaimed ‘new era’ is possible but is not inevitable, it is our choice whether we just dream the impossible or live so that the dream becomes reality.

The second speaker of the morning was Rabbi Jackie Tabick, Vice president of the Reform Synagogues 

and Chair of the World Congress of Faiths.  Jackie said that Judaism is essentially a very practical, of this world, down to earth religion and it may come as a surprise that there is in fact a large body of spirituality and mysticism within the religion, however this tends to be available mainly to married males who are over 40. Of course there is a practical reason for that – this group of people are considered to be mature with experience of life and a firm earthly base which will make them less likely to get drawn into the dangers of mystical practices. For the same reasons mystical states are reached by intellectual exercises rather than the Eastern method of moving out of intellect into nothingness, assimilating wisdom and coming back into intellect with great insight.

All Jewish practices are conducted as part of the community and everyday life and mysticism is no exception so there is a natural bridge between Jewish mysticism and social action. The ancient 
Kabalah teaches that prayer, meditation and all good deeds release light and therefore give the power and responsibility to each individual.  As there is one God there must be unity behind our world, interconnecting all people, plants, animals etc. One can love God by loving humanity, as humanity was created in His image.  Therefore it is the responsibility of each of us to bring unity and the divine to humanity and to alleviate its dis – ease.  So a Jewish mystic must look out into the world and restore unity in the communities.

After a very appetizing buffet lunch, everyone settled down to view a slide presentation by Tariq Jung, chair of the Brighton and Hove Muslim forum.  He presented the work of his group with the Pakistan earthquake relief effort and the difficulties of the people involved and the problems of providing aid to those most in need. His presentation was very well received and if you are interested to know more, please ask my fellow delegates, as I was unable to be there.

The final speaker was Mary Jane Burkett from Brighton Voices in Exile, she spoke with great passion and knowledge, (which was a good thing as her power point presentation broke down) and she clarified the differences between displaced persons, refugees and those seeking exile.  She painted a very clear picture of the traumatic experiences many people have faced that has led to them into exile and the sometimes-insurmountable difficulties that they face once they arrive here. She pointed out that the criticism that these people are a financial drain on the nation is largely created by the system which does not allow those applying for asylum to work, even though many are skilled and intelligent and nearly all of them want to work hard to build a new life for themselves. Instead they are forced to live off inadequate benefits, which lead to poor housing, poor nutrition and hardship, and may force individuals to work illegally or even resort to crime just to provide for their families.  Mary-Jane said that the legal process for asylum seekers is complex and very expensive so in the majority of cases it is just not an option.   BVI E, is a charitable organization that serves the community by providing individuals and families with information and help obtaining social services, benefits, legal support and financial support and they accompany the applicants to interviews etc The group also offers other practical support such as food, clothing and toiletries, where they are needed.

Richard closed the day with further words from and about Howard Thurman who was a black African – American minister who was a close friend of MLK Jnr and the author of many books, including ‘Jesus and the Disinherited’.   Richard told us of how Howard Thurman claimed that Mysticism and Social Action were like breathing in and breathing out. And that he was a man, so filled with compassion for all humanity that he said ‘ My heart must be a swinging door that opens in and opens out’

So be it.                                                                                                                                                  Louise Nadim



