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The World Congress of Faiths believes that understanding between people of different religions is important for good community relations, for moral and spiritual renewal and for world peace.  A principle is respect for those of differing faith.  WCF by its educational work encourages interfaith understanding and co-operation at all levels of society.




	STOP PRESS!!!!!  PUT THE DATE IN YOUR DIARIES NOW!
Younghusband Lecture 2007
April 26th
We are thrilled to announce that this year’s lecturer will be 

Jonathan Freedland

Writer, journalist and broadcaster
 ‘Multiculturalism: is the British model failing?

A thought-provoking and contentious subject.

5.00 p.m. WCF annual general meeting 

Light refreshments and then the lecture at 

6.30 p.m. Younghusband Lecture
To be held at Essex Hall, 1/6 Essex Street
which is just off the Strand in Central London. The bus stop is at Law Courts. (bus 11, etc). The Tube Station is the TEMPLE. The entrance is at Essex Street is directly across the Strand from the Law Courts, just east of the Parish Church of St. Clement Danes. The second door on the right leads to the Essex Hall, the Head Quarters of the General Assembly of the Unitarian and Free Christian Churches. 

World Congress of Faiths
together with :Horsham Interfaith Forum,  Crawley Interfaith Network,  

and Brighton & Hove Interfaith Contact Group

presents

A Joint Interfaith Day: ‘Meditation and Social Action’ 
10 am to 4 pm  March  13th  at Worth Abbey, Crawley, Sussex
(five miles south of three Bridges Station on the Brighton railway line)
Welcome: Fr Christopher Jamison, the Abbot of Worth Abbey.
Speakers include:  Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke, President of the World Congress of Faiths

Rabbi Jackie Tabick, Chair of the World Congress of Faiths 
Tariq Jung of Earthquake Victims in Pakistan
Please bring your own packed lunch - hot and cold drinks provided

admission  free - but please register in advance with

Rosemary Sanders, The Open Cloister, Worth Abbey, RH10 4SB

 Tel: 01342  710318    Email:toc@worthabbey.net 

or Chris Smith, 17 The Causeway, Horsham, RH12 1HE. Tel: 01403 258334

Email: <chrismith@btinternet.com> 

For background reading:

Any of the books by Marcus Braybrooke, especially, Learn to Pray, Duncan Baird, 2001

Books by Howard Thurman, i.e., Howard Thurman, Essential Writings, Orbis Books, 2006  



	The Concept of the Stranger in Islam, Judaism: May 14-17 
at Scargill, West Yorkshire
Speakers include: 

Rev Dr Alan Race, Editor, Interreligious Insight.

Dr Musharraf Hussain, Principal, Karimia Institute, Nottingham

Rabbi Dr Michael Hilton, Kol Chai, Hatch End Jewish Community
Cost: £162.00
Further details: telephone 01756 760234; e-mail: bookings@scargillhouse.co.uk


	Meet the WCF Vice- Presidents: 

W. Owen Cole: My multi-faith journey.

     Like so much in my life I suppose I owe the journey to my father’s influence. He was a congregational minister having left a Welsh coal mine in 1926 when he was told, with his brother, that when the General Strike was over he need not expect employment down the pits. 

     His most formative multi-faith influence on me was when he ministered in Bradford and I was aged between four and thirteen years. I remember vividly an ecumenical Christmas service when he persuaded his Roman Catholic and Anglican colleagues to sing ‘Silent Night’ in German. This, at a time when a local mill owner had to get rid of his Opel car and questions were being asked about the propriety of teaching German in the grammar school that I attended. We had a Jewish dentist and a family friend was Dr Fiddler, whom, I later learned, was medical officer to Bradford Northern Rugby League club, and a Jew. Dad also collected clothes and furniture for Jewish refugees from Germany who settled among the small Bradford community.

     Ministers and lay preachers were many on both sides of my family but I felt called to be a teacher. I read history which was my best school subject. Even though I attended three grammar schools after the 1944 Act, I never had an RI lesson. I was too clever! The lowest position I managed was a place in a B class and RI only featured in C forms, where it was taken along with Woodwork at ‘O’ level! It was, I kid you not! However, when it came to my Dip Ed. Year I had to offer two subjects and at that point discovered RI. When, eventually, after serving in the Friends’ Ambulance Unit and teaching in a primary school, I applied for comprehensive school posts, (I was always opposed to grammar schools), I found myself teaching what was now RE.

     It was in Newcastle that I discovered the multi-faith universe, partly through a Meet the People week where mosques, gurdwaras, mandirs, synagogues, and churches opened their doors to us, but also through attending a world religions course given by a young university teacher called John Hinnells. 

     I applied for the post of Head of Department at James Graham College in Leeds. Its departing tutor had established an exciting world religions course. When he moved on I took his place. It was an amazing immersion experience. I as invited to chair the Religious Committee of the Yorkshire Committee for Community Relations and found myself advising on the Bradford multi-faith RE syllabus of 1974, the first of its kind, though not a legal agreed syllabus document, assisting Bradford Muslims in their abortive attempts to establish a school, editing a book entitled Religion in the Multifaith School for the YCCR, and preparing mature students to teach in such schools, and being Christian secretary of the Leeds Council of Christians and Jews. At this time the Shap Working Party on World Religions in Education began its still ongoing pioneering work.   This period of spiritual, cultural and educational enrichment, came to an end when the college was absorbed into a polytechnic that had no interest in RE or multicultural education. I was given the choice of becoming a teacher of a course on the Spanish Civil War or moving from Leeds. John Rankin and Chichester valued what I had to offer professionally, and the World Congress of Faiths provided a voluntary outlet for my activities. 

     Two of my guiding principles have been the coming together of people of all faiths to develop religious ideas and encouraging such people to play a full part as authors, this includes Jews, for example, writing about Christianity, or Muslims writing about Buddhism. We Christians seldom question our right to teach about Hinduism; shouldn’t such rights be extended across the board? I also believe that my Humanist friends have a valuable contribution to offer in the discussion of spiritual matters. As students or colleagues they have often enriched my understanding and sometimes, in their presence, I become conscious of spirituality greater than that I possess.


	WCF Moral Maze: Forgiveness - July 23, 2006
What a great conference we had on Sunday. I was a little worried that between the heat and the lack of public transport (half the underground trains weren't running that day) we would have to give up and go home. But 25 of us gathered for what was a thought-provoking afternoon. 

The panel looked at forgiveness in the Sikh, Muslim, Christian and Jewish traditions. Obviously, we shared a lot. We all acknowledged the need for forgiveness in this world. We all stressed how we saw God as a compassionate Being who would shower us with forgiveness if we would but ask. But we also noted the creative tensions between forgiveness and justice, between forgiving before you are asked or waiting till the person who has wronged you admits their guilt and apologises. 

Then Alexandra, our guest who is usually resident in Beirut, shared with us the pain she felt at the present situation. And the plan she had for a Garden of Forgiveness in the heart of the city. I found her talk particularly hard as i have a brother who lives in Nahariyah, in the north of Israel, with his family. They have had to leave the area and move in with family further south as Ketusha rockets have been falling round them and they are frightened at the long term desire of Hezbolla to destroy the Jewish State. But I also feel for the Lebanese civilians, their pain, their suffering and it's hard to deal with both of these sets of emotions at the same time. 

Our final speaker, Anne, touched our hearts with the plight of the earth beneath us. Would the earth forgive us the wrongs we inflict upon her every day? She pointed out that in both Greek and Hebrew the word to 'repent' means to return or to turn. Will we turn from our habits of consumerism and repent for what we do on a daily basis to destroy the world? will we only speak or will we also act? 

And the whole day was chaired so magnificently by Gwen, with many breaks for us to re-hydrate ourselves and make contact with friends, old and new. A truly fascinating and inspiring occasion and with a bit of luck, I may even get out of it a discussion on Yom Kippur and a sermon for this shabbat!

Jackie Tabick, Chair of WCF



	Vera Harley: A Tribute
I first met Vera at the annual Christmas Dinner at All Hallows near the Tower, an Anglican church next door to the Tower of London. For many years All Hallows has had a policy of ‘Open House’ on Christmas Day when we gather up tourists from all over the world, as well as a few homeless people who live on the streets. A lift had been arranged for Vera to come to the dinner. She had not long reached 90, but by then was pretty housebound and hardly able to walk. Despite her disabilities, Vera was very active mentally, and remained so up right until the day she died. I realised at our first meeting that Vera was someone very special, and so began a friendship which grew over the years through my regular visits to Vera’ s flat near the Barbican for a communion service, something which clearly meant a lot to her.

It was an enormous privilege to have known Vera, if only for a few years; my only regret is not to have met her much earlier in my life. From the things Vera and others have shared with me, she obviously had led a ‘colourful’ life in the best sense of the word! First there was her acting, and people from All Hallows have spoken of her highly amusing monologues and conversation pieces. During the last war Vera was part of a company that went abroad to entertain troops serving overseas, and that experience fuelled her desire to travel. She also obtained an LRAM for speech, which was later put to good use at All Hallows when Vera trained the lesson readers. She was adamant that they should be heard throughout the church, and would gesticulate wildly if they weren’t! Then for a time Vera worked for Toc H and hence her very long association with All Hallows, which in the minds of many will always be the Toc H church. Finally, what must have been a very important part of her life, Vera did pioneering work in establishing the YWCA in East Africa. The headquarters were based in Nairobi, and it is extremely fitting that a new hall has been named after her.
However, for readers on this newsletter, Vera will always be remembered for a deep involvement and devotion to inter-faith matters through membership of the World Congress of Faiths. Vera was without doubt a world citizen, through her enduring interest and concern in global issues. Every year she would pay for leaflets for the Week of (inter-faith) Prayer for World Peace to be available for people at All Hallows for their personal use. Conversations would invariably get on to the present state of the world, which occasionally would trigger off a letter by Vera to the Press! 

Invariably after our communion service there would be a series of questions about what I and the church were up to and asking after All Hallows people. Then there might well be a series of tasks Vera wanted done, always punctuated with ‘darling’! And the last task of all would be to pour out a glass of wine for myself. Vera’s generosity of spirit and enthusiasm for life never left her; it was always a joy to be with her. May Vera rest in peace and rise on glory!      

David Driscoll



	The Second Interfaith Celebration of Animals

Sunday 18 September, 2006
In a spirit of reverence for what American Unitarian Universalists call ‘the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part’ and British Unitarians affirm as ‘respect for all creation’, Golders Green Unitarians hosted on 18 September what World Congress of Faiths President Rev. Dr. Marcus Braybrooke called ‘a beautiful and inspiring occasion’: the second WCF Interfaith Celebration of Animals. 

A packed meeting house saw Jackie Ballard, Director General of the RSPCA, light a candle for all the world’s animals and heard adherents of the major religious traditions, Brahmo Samaj, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jain, Jewish, Muslim and Sikh, affirm the central importance of compassion for all sentient beings and respect for the living Earth, our common home.

Representatives of leading animal welfare organisations, including the RSPCA, IFAW, International Primate Protection League and Compassion in World Farming, affirmed the importance of their vital work in raising consciousness and helping prevent the unnecessary suffering of billions of vulnerable non-human animals at our mercy. In a practical expression of compassion over £300 was donated for humane medical research to help save human and animal lives. 

Rudi Vis, MP, remarked on how apposite our opening hymn, John Andrew Storey’s Reverence for Life, was in articulating the mood of compassion and concern so much in evidence. Prayers for the welfare of all the world’s animals and for departed animal companions and the singing of Carolyn McDade’s beautiful and uplifting Spirit of Life in particular moved many present. 


	
Moral Maze Debate: Morality without Religion?  20 November, 2006
Despite chaos on the local transport system, about forty people gathered at Essex Unitarian Church, Kensington, London to hear the latest in the series of Moral Maze debates.  The evening was chaired by Rabbi Jackie Tabick, and the Panel included some familiar and other not so familiar faces to WCF events.  It was a delight to welcome onto the panel, in addition to Batul Sharif, a young member of the Muslim community and  Kishan Manocha a leading member of the Baha'i community, Harmandir Singh, a member of the Sikh community from East London and Stuart Macpherson, a member of the Christian community from West London. 

There was a very lively discussion, stimulated by contributions from both panel members and witnesses.  We were especially grateful to have the contribution as witnesses including Andrew Copson of the British Humanist Society and Sir Nicholas Pearsons, a leading psychologist. 

SHAP Pictorial Calendar
Those of you who know of the work of the SHAP Working Party will find the coloured pictures in this calendar - one for each month - as high in quality as you would expect from them.  

For further details of the Pictorial Calendar, and other SHAP publications, contact  Mike Berry, The SHAP Working Party, PO Box 38580, London SW1P 3EX


	Inspired by Islam
Swadeka Ahsun, one of our new executive members, invited members of the WCF to visit her solo exhibition at the Royal Commonwealth Society and Rabbi Jackie, our intrepid chair, was delighted to accept a special invitation to be shown round by the artist.
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 Inspired by her religion, Ashsun’s Islamic paintings include geometric patterns, landscapes and calligraphic pieces bearing quotations from the Koran. She has also some human forms, but the women are decorously clothed and the men often at prayer. Intricate Islamic style architectural motifs are frequently found in the background. Swadeka is especially fond of camels and they appear in many of her works, Jackie loved the colours and design of a landscape depicting a camel train in the desert. 

Swadeka told Jackie, ‘I have studied both in Mauritius and in the West and wanted to explore Islamic culture and heritage as it meets the Western world.’ The colours are vibrant. The imagination wonderful. Jackie also liked the calligraphy in its many styles and scripts. Swadeka said that some of her calligraphic paintings were chosen to be published in the Muslim Expo booklet. A wonderful visit and we are delighted to welcome Swadeka onto the executive and look forward to her creative contributions to the WCF.



	Some images from the WCF visit to view Hebrew manuscripts at the British Library in London
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	Local Interfaith Events:

The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon

Down to Earth series: 

January 22: An Inconvenient Truth: a showing of Al Gore's recent film on the environment

January 25: a practical workshop of CO2 emissions with Rumi Mohideen

February 1: A practical workshop on renewable energy with Rumi Mohideen

February 15th: Issues surrounding wind power with Adam Twine, founder of Westmill Wind Cooperative.

February 22: Bio-diesel: how far will it take us? with Jon Halle, co-founder and director of Golden Fuels Ltd.

March 29th: Can we drive less and live more? with John Grimshaw, founder and Chief Executive of Sustrans.

Log fire evenings:

January 22: Jesus the Jew, with Marcus Braybrooke

Februrary 5: Jesus and Buddha, with Marcus Braybrooke

Rest and Renewal Retreats:

January 30 to February 1,  and March 6th to 8th
Further details:  admin@theabbey.uk.co, telephone 01235 847401
St Ethelburga's Centre for Reconciliation and Peace

February 13: Islam and the West: Why do we 

have a problem with each other? With M Manwar Ali (Abu Muntasir), Chief Executive, Jimas and Ven Dr Michael Ipgrave, Archdeacon of Southwark.February 27th: Islamaphobia and 'Westophobia': We are all involved! with Royston John and Abida Hussain

March 8: Understanding Violence in the Torah and Qur'an with Dr Mohammad Bahanpour, Islamic College for Advanced Studies, and Jonathan Gorsky, Heythrop College.


	March 13: Islam and the West: What can we learn from each other? with Mohammad Ali, CEO Islam Channel and Michael Binyon, Foreign affairs specialist, The Times.

The above events commence at 7.00 p.m.

March 10: Muslim and non-Muslim women in dialogue: what can women in particular contribute to building trust between our communities?  In collaboration with CitySisters and Sakinah Forum.

This meeting is from 2.00 to 5.00 p.m.

Further details of all St Ethelburga events from: tent@stethelburgas.org, telephone: 020 7496 1610.

North London Interfaith Group:
February 13:  The Tibetan Kadampa with Kelsang Dondrup at Hampstead Friends Meeting House, 120 Heath Street, London NW3 1DR. Light refreshments from 7.30 p.m.; meeting starts at 8.00 p.m.
Fourth Edinburgh International Festival of Spirituality

February 7 to March 11

The festival schedule, brochure, poster and registration forms are available from the downloads section of the Festival website under MESP 2007.
Further details: Neil Walker, telephone 0131 331 4469, e-mail njwalk5300@hotmail.co.uk
************************************
Don't forget the following  WCF events:

March 13th: A Joint Interfaith Day: ‘Meditation and Social Action’
April 26th:  WCF a.g.m. and Younghusband lecture:

  ‘Multiculturalism: is the British model failing?

Speaker: Jonathan Freedland

Writer, journalist and broadcaster



.

